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Advertiſement, 


5 7 H E writer of the following letters, bath 10 pre- 


Judice againſt any Antipædobaptiſt whatever ; the” 
candid among them be highly efteems ; he is honored with 


the friendſhip of ſeveral, and hopes he ever ſhall : His 
controverſy is neither with great or ſmall, ſave Dr. 
Gill; and nothing but his ſupra bigotry could have 
forced him to appear in print. 2 hough the Doftor de. 


clares ſcarce any thing new that is ſerious and per- 


60 linen can be expefted from him,” yet he muſt preach, 
and print, and reprint on the ſulject, and continue io 
inflame Chriſtians one againſt another; and as if all 

Bis own brethren were likewiſe ignorant of the Scrip- 
tures, and unlearned, he hath in the preface to his late | 
1 ſermon, declared his determination to write againſt 
every advocate for infant Baptiſm : 7 Hus, he hcth cer- 
. tainly conſtituted himſelf, the Champion for the kingdom 


of adult dipping ; but how fit a perſon he is for that 


high office, the following letters will ſhow. Their au. 


thor acknowledges himſelf indebted to Meſſis Tor- 


3 goods and Fleming's excellent aud unanſwerable trafts 
FF on the ſubjeft: If he bath brought the controverſy OT, 
3 into a leſs compaſs, and reflected a little more light on 

any part of it, *tis all the merit he claims. He hopes 
the letters will be of ſervice, to promote obedience 19 
Ide law of God; and charity, love and mutual fer, 
Ty bearance, among thoſe that differ in an external rite; 
aud 4% e then that are wavering through the | 


bz carl ; 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


cunning craftineſs of a few Bigots, who would com- 
paſs ſea and land to make one proſelyte to dipping, and 
Flory more in him, than in ninety and nine proſelytes to 
righteouſneſs and holineſs : ; who being partakers of 
Chriſt's Baptiſm in their infancy, need no more water, : 


= Baprijms, much ſs Dr. GUIs. 


JI this i is the fruit Fo to B the Doftor* 8 word ) » 


Lam content to bear the indignities of men, and haſt 


reckon it an overbalonce to ail bis reproaches and in- 


5 falls. Whatever hard names are found in the letters, 


are the Doctor's own, which might have been returned 
to him, with much ud N than be beſtowed ; 
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Candid ANTIPAEDORAPTIST. | 


4. E * T FRI 
Shews the waage aon oh the cor reſpondence ond publication, 


Sin, 
Ta late interview, Baptiſm was the chief topic 


of converſation ; the, occaſion you well know, a 
third perſon mentioned the name of Carmichael, 


and ſpoke of him as a miniſter of the Kirk of Scotland. | 

converted to yourdenomination *. Being perſuaded from 
our frequent converſations upon the effentials of reli- _ 
gion, we could freely converſe about an external rite, 
without falling out, or thinking the worſe of each other; 


Baptiſm employed our remaining time, Our conference 


ended, with a refolution to meet at the place where this 


eee ee convert was to be rebaptized (or baptized 
which you pleaſe.) As a perſon diſtinguiſned with the 


Honourable appellation of D. D. was to officiate ; you 
remember our expectations were very high, as to being 
entertained and profited, We met, but I know you was 


as greatly diſappointed, furprized, and vexed : as my ſelf; „ 


* Dr. Gill 4110 (for very aa s reaſons) hath Giled 1 mi- 


niſter of che goſpel in Edinburgh; but to whom did he miniſter? 
And, was his miniſtry valid before dipped or not? Know all 
men that it is unqueſtionably true, this reverend Proſelyte was 
never a miniſter of the Kirk of Scotland, in Edinburgh, or 
any other place: He was only a private member of that church, 
and a very unſtable one; ſor after a time he fell off to the Se- 
ceders; then he revolted {rom them to the pure Glaſſites, and 
now being caſt out by 1 he hath joined himſelf to the cha- 
: ritable eee iit Dr. Gill: W. 3h whom may he reſt 1 # 


121 


from: his prayer, we concluded (as FIG many bof wes) we 
had come in vain, not being able to hear half he uttered; 
I really thought, through age or infirmities his voice was 
impaired, that made him ſo low; becauſe, in ſo folemn_ 
an act of worſhip as prayer, when a miniſter is profeſſedly 
the mouth of the people; doubtleſs, if able, he ought to 
ſpeak ſo as to be heard, elſe how can fellow worſhippers 


join with him, how can they ſay Amen? But, Sir, how _ | 


ſoon after mentioning his text, did he convince us, he had 
a maſculine ſtrong voice? In pronouncing certain words, 
you obſerved the fire burned within him, his eyes flamed, . 
and the whole houſe was filled with his voice; it ſounded 


like a ruſhing wind, and (to uſe his own words) we were 


all as if immerſed into and covered with it, ergo, I was 
then baptized if never before. You will forgive me this, 


becauſe yourſelf was a little warm at the Doctor's ſermon; 3 5 
and indeed it was impoſſible, for any perſon of the ut- 


moſt moderation and . but to | be. tomowhat diſ- 


1 gulted. 


Vou were a witneſs, Sir, how be called at thoſe who N 


5 differed from him: You remember, he ee eee 
greater part of the Chriſtian world * as unbaptized Hea- 


thens; and their miniſters, as either unlearned, or igno- 


rant of the ſcriptures, or both; in brief, he made them 


either fools, or deceivers; as you heard the ſermon, you + 


know this to be no miſrepreſentation of him, or his diſ= _ 


courſe ; rather the groſieſt miſrepreſentation of the ſermon 


preached by Dr. Gill, is chat which i is no- 7 publiſhed 
with his name prefixed. 5 


8 The head Lanes by a firing tambles 1 coſt, 
Some limbs torn off, are laid aſide and loſt, 

"Phe body what is left of it rent and tore, 
15 Pieces ſtuck on that ne'er were his before, 
But o'er the mangl d heap, the author ſtands | 

Proclaims the work the glor! „ of his hands. 

| W ok . Chr, Yan # ends ! „ 


0 + Doubtleſs there are two thouſand Pudobapriſ to one au- 
. : 


Tue 
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The printed ſermon to be ſure is Catholic, compared with 


what he delivered ; the polite words, abjurd, abſurdity, 
Kc. you ſee are not ſo frequently repeated in print; as 
_ alſo a gentle turn is given to ſeveral paſſages; he confeſſes 
Indeed, that what he hath publiſhed js no nearer what 
- "NE preached, than his memory could aſſiſt him; and it 
pleaſes me, his memory. is not quite ſo. uncharitable as 
is lips. 


Knowiag the Door s great fondneſs to appear in print, 8 


hardly an occaſional ſermon he preaches, but what is 
* publiſhed at, or by reque/t ;” I thought to give him a gentle 
admonition or two firſt in a public paper, that we might 
have as maſterly a defence of adult dipping as poflible : : 
Jou ſee, Sir, what good effects it produced; angry frarls 
from ſome of his warm brethren, and a volley of hard 
names from himſelf, in the preface and notes to his ela- 
borate work. If his works live to immortality, I ſhall. 
live alſo; and if Chriſſians will believe him, ſhall be 
cConſidered as a wwiſe-acre, an ignorant, imper tinent, illibe- 
ral, canting, cowardly, cavilling, calummiating „ Serlſing ng cu. 
rilous, vilifying ſcribbler, a tying worthleſs writer, 1 hear 
you ſay, he has let himſelf low enough indeed ; ſtrange, 


Sir, my g gentle touch ſhould make him wince 3 4 but « do 


mat ſmile at it, for I really fear what will be the conſe- 

quences, both as to himſelf, and with reſpeR to others. 

_ Hath he not loſt the poſl-fion of himſelt? certainly he 
hath given the enemy too great an advantage over him, 
and over the common cauſe : If Proteſtants can thus treat 


their brethren, and give way 7 malice, 585 envics, and 


evil ſeabings, no wonder if the infallible Church of Rome, N 
to fiery words add ſtakes, to convince us theirs is 
the right way, and the true church! 5 and compol us to 
come , „„ „„ 


"Hs dk tech upon me, you know . "Sir. excited no- 


thing but pity for nim in my breatt; and when { ſaw how _ 
my kind Intentions were perverted, and beheld the bitter 
fruits in his writing and behavior, it almoſt repented me, 


I had ſtrove with him. However, to bring him (if poſ- 


ble) to the proper exerciſe of his reaſon; to convince 
him ac ls fallible as well aS Othe 674 mort 8; and 10 en- 
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gage him in futuro, to diſplay more humility, juſtice and 
Z charity, I have complied with your and other friends de- 

fire, to offer my thoughts this way; hoping with you, 
that a few candid ſtrictures on the Doctor's ſermon, will 
be ſerviceable to abate his and a few others watry, as well 
as fiery zeal, and make them ſpeak and behave towards 
Your requeſt of prefixing 
my name is alſo granted, which (as the Doctor knew by 
a letter) might have been diſpenſed with; but as you hint, 
it will prevent his having any more recourſe, to that ſtale 
obſervation of the Indians way of fighting. My next 


ſhall bring to remembrance the Doctor' 8 Judictous expla- : 


others, more like Chriſtians : 


nation of his text: In the mean time ] am, 


| Yours "A : 
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Proves that the mor ol Law, and the 8 nts g Chr fe | 
are not grievous, 


Sin, 


HE Doctor s text you remember was 1 John v. 3. 
For this is the love of God, that we keep his command- 
ments, and his commandments are not grievous, By the 
commands, he told us, „the Apoſtle did not, mean the 
Ten Commandments ſtiled the moral Jaw; no, the mo- 
ral precepts were grievous, a fiery law, the miniſtra- 
tion of condemnation and death; and as they were 
not eaſy of obſervation, ſo they were not binding on 
„ Chriſt's diſciples; therefore Baptiſm and the Lord's 
« Supper muſt be here underſtood by the command- | 
„ ments, which Chriſtians were to keep, and which were 
not grievous,” I can ſafely appeal to you, whether 
theſe were not his expreſſions verbatim, (if a word or two 
be omitted or added, it is on the candid fide) which gave 
us great concern; and you remember made me ſay, 
bis eapoſition of the text was due ad rem: You thought 
this was too gentle a rebuke; and wondered I had not 
been more faithful, and more ſevere upon him; for his 
ſevere treatment of the law of God ; for repreſenting that 
in ſo unfavourable a light, which recommends itſelf in 
every precept to all men; which is the voice of nature, 
and of reaton, as well as of revelation: Indeed, dir, I 
judge with you, that there is not a moral precept in the 
Bible, but reaſon at once approves of, and vrhich every 
man's conſcience tells him it is his indiſpenſible duty to 
eſteem and obey. What hath God required of man, but 
to do 1 Hy, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with his Gad ; 5 
„ Are theſe: things to be compuarned 5 4 and eſteemed har + 
Ships, by creatures who are upheld every moment in life, 
by the unwearied goodneſs of their great Jaw-giver ; much 
| Ief by thoſe w WhO were. redeemed | by the blood of his own 
Sen ?-It would be no hard taſk, to prove e the moral law, 


/ 1 5 NIE & * 
V at rho Ar Dot. file ſtites if, bel; J4 471 and 3 704 F 5 V hatever ; 


| = Roma ns vi! „ 1 5 


i 


| 75 


J 


it requires us to do, or commands us to abflain kom. as 


it is highly reaſonable, ſo abſolutely neceſſary for our well- 


being here, and our eternal happineſs : Surely, its pre- 


cepts ; tend to promote the welfare of body and mind, of 


individuals, families and ſtates; yea to adorn, exalt, and 
perfect human nature: and ſhall we fay then, that they 
are gricvorrs ? doth not that man who ſtiles them ſo, fra- 


duce the law of God, and God himſelf ; doth not he 


hold him up to public view, as an arbitrary tyrant, as an 


Egyptian taſe maſter, as giving precepts that were not good 
in themſelves, and alſo rigorous and cruel. How con- 

| trary this, to God's own. proclamation of himſelf, the 
Lord, the Lord God merciful and gracious, leng ſuffering, 


and abundant in groeaneſs and tr 1h, keeping mercy for thou- 
8 ; could any thing proceed from him then, that was 
nrighteous, and unmerciful towards his creatures? 1 


Kar” you reply, the /?o:utcs if the Lord are right, and all 
His mer al aan lee are fro and equitable ; ſuited T0 
our natures, and calcu ated for our felicity z and inſtead 
of: 1 being called a jiery 2 , ſhould be the re! oieing of our 


hearts: Your "<q 15, that every one who knows 


What the [ve of God to ſinners hath been, and ſtill is, 
and is really poſſeſſed of debe 10 cd; will never ſay, his 
moral commandments are grievous. What though the 

fleſh is weak, What if human nature be degenerate and 


fallen, what if the heart is dec critfal, what if the affec- 
tions be ſtrongly biaſſed to earthly things, what if there 


be many temptations fom v Aten; „as well as hurtful luſts 


| witun ; are not the promos of Ged 1n his 1 rord, the et 
cicus aids of his ſpirit, ng | the ipplc of grace and fr engt! 
that are 17 Chri its more than . {a AKcient to Ebner nee 
How many bumbl, le a1 of 1 incere Chriſtians have been able 
to lay, through Ci { cee ning 1s, wwe can do all things +. © 
8 They have! gone en with n pleaſures from one comn mand 


and duty to 1 5 other; om one degree Ol t{trenp 2th and 


2 . 211 14. 7 5 
ebedience to another; til, like the anther and finiſher of 


their faith, they have finiſhed the work God gave them to | 


do, and came off 712 ore than canguerors. 


In bri cf, Sir, who that conf! ? FEY the laws giver, a God 
of; infinite wiſdom, goodnets and compatkon, « can dare 


p + Fxcd. XXxiv, G, 7. 8 + Phil, iv, 13. 


15 


LE 

to ſay, his Jatutes are grievous z who that conſiders how 
holy, juſt and good they are, how reaſonable, how well 
calculated, how abſolutely neceſſary to our well being i in 
time and for eternity; who that conſiders the powerful 
and divine aids he grants to them, that call upon him with 
a pure heart; who that looks upward, to the everlaſting 
Hills, and takes a view of the glorious rewards, riches and 
Honours, he will be{tow on the faithful and obedient ſer- 


vant, after his ſhort work and warfare here is accom- 


pliſhed; who that attends to thefe things, can ſuffer a 


5 thought to ariſe within him, that the moral . of 7 
: God are e Ex 


- You obſerved; Sir, that the Doftor $ character of - the 
more) law, was not only an 210, and injurious one, and 
by it he reflected on the great legiſlator and his perfec- 


tions; but that he 5 it, as having no command- 


ing power over Chriſtians, This is not to be wondered 
| At; he that can think lightly, and freak ſeverely of it, can- 
not want much temptation to ſet it aſide, and ar ue 
againſt it in print ;.if we may judge from Dr. Gill's wri- 
| tings, and believe Tame's tr uin pet, ſome of the moral com- 
mandments are certainly grievous to him; as, Humilityr, 
charity, love the brotherhocd, follow peace with all men, bleſs 
and curſe not, mourning for fin, mortiſying paſſim, &c. 
7 "I hele: are diſtaſteful, ill- -ſavoured eemmandments, which 
many nominal Chriſtians will not meddle with; «© and 
< why ſhould we, ſay the) t Chriſt hath obeyed the whole 
« Jaw and fulfilled all iphreouſneſs for us, he is our ſanc- 
Lo tification, and it is detracting from his merits, ſuffi- 


c ciency and grace, to think of a frail x man's s perſonal | | 
of OpSdence,- and e 8 : 


Bi: Sir, did 1 goſpel of Chriſt 5 i, or «fat = 7 


the moral law? Or did his obedience and death, leſſen 


men's obligation to obſerve it, as the rule of heart and 
life? Noe under the goſpel, obedience is not the condi- 
lion of obtaining eternal life, but it is the way, the true 
and only ſafe way, in which we muſt walk to inherit it; 
this is the language of 1 d we make void the Ends; = 


5 e 1 God forbid yea We (4, files of Chriſt) 
fall 
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eftabliſh the law x. Mitbout holineſs no man gal fet the 


| Tord +. 
But hath Dr. Gul ſet aſide, or made void the law ? 


Not ſo much in his printed, as in his extempore ſermon ; 
you obſerve what guards he hath now placed on fome of 
his expreſſions, and given others a gentle touch as with a 
crow quill, But {till, how excetionabl, and inc Stent . 
Take a our Or two of his found mind. 


He fays ce That the 98 l Jelivered bw) Moſes * 
d to be obſerved by Chriſtians ;” but how : to be kept 
from a principle of love to God 4.“ I grant this to be 
the nobleſt motive, the moſt contra ai principle that 
can animate the Chriſtian's breaſt ; but is it not, Sir, 
to be kept from duty, as well as lde 2 Doubtleſs; tho? I 
fear the Doctor (like too many others) thinks that Chriſt 
came into the World, to ſet men free from the obliga- 
tion, or commanding influence of the law of God; elſe 
why had he not mention'd duty, as well as love; and 
_ why did he exalt external rites, and poſitive inſtitutions above 
moral precepts, among the commandments of Chriſt 
* (ſays he) n and the Lord's Supper are the chief 
” c and principal || ;* | and why did he entirely omit moral 
: precepts, and mention only Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
as not grievous, when he was expreſsly exhorting his au- 
ditory, to obſerve the commandments of God and of 
| Chriſt F. But are Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, the 
chief and principal commands? Far from it, they are ra- 
ther the leaſi; though conſcientionlly to be obſerved by 
Chriſtians; yet are "they greatly inferior to, and not to 
be compar'd with the wweig/ty things of the moral law. 
Knows he not, that God requires the heart, and obe- 
dience to his moral law, rather than ſacrifice, or the ob- 
ſervance of any external rites whatever ? You do, Sir, (if 
He doth not) and have often lamented, that ſo many mit- | 
take the nature and end of moral 490 ritual precepts; 
and that ſo many att pa bapt; ts in particular, lay ſuch 
ſtreſs upon being di ipged into the water; 3 as to think hae : 


= * Haw: jt 314. 1 ob: > 4 PH 1 Sermon, pag. 3. 
. Ib. pag. 75 + lb. pag. 29. 
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without it, men cannot be true Diſciples of Chriſt, nor 
members of his viſible church here, and entertain but 
little hopes of their emering the . of glory. 


Tf the Doctor will turn to Matt. v. ver. 17, 18, 19. and 
2 with his eyes, and under/land with his heart ; he will clearly : 
_ diſcover the vaſt importance of moral precepts and men's 
obligation to obſerve them. The Son of God came to ſet 
mankind free from the tyranny | of Satan, from the bonda ge 
of corruption, from the guiltof fin, from Pagan ſuperſtitions, 
and from Jewiſh ceremonies; this is the freedom with which 


the Son of God inveſts his Diſciples; glorious freedom! Happy 


they who by the Son are thus made free: But that he came 
2 aboliſh the moral law, or to free his Diſciples from obe- 
dience to any of its precepts; as 'twas indeed what his 
enemies laid to his charge, ſo was it without any foun⸗ 
dation; which he prov'd from 'its ſtability and perma- 
nency; heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, the frame of the 
__ univerſe ſhall be diſſolved, ſoaner than one jot, the leaſt 
part of this divine law foall paſs, or loſe its commanding 
power over the conſciences and lives of men: That none 
of his Diſciples might think, that his own perfect obe- 
dience did cancel, or render theirs leſs neceſſary; you ſee, 
Sir, he repreſents the moral precepts, as continuing in 
full force, to be fulfild by them, to the conſummation of 
all things: Hence he added that whoſoever ſhould break, 
wilfully neglect, and habitually violate the divine com- 


mands, any, yea but one, and that the very legſt of them, 


and teach others ſo to do, either by preaching, converſation 
or example, Sp be called, conſidered and treated, as the 
leaſt, the unworthieſt and moſt contemptible of all bis Dif- 
| Ciples, or members of his viſible church. What greater 
; zeal for the law of God, could the Savior man feſt, than 
is contained in thoſe words : ; what ſentence could be ut- 


. ter, of more force to oblige his followers to prove what 


is that good, and acceptable, "and perfect 2 will of God * con- 


1 cerning them, and to be found in univerſal obedience to 
it;? Surely the Chriſtian is not zo pick and conſe among 
the commandments; but to pay a conſcientious, and T- | 


3 THE doing to avs. an equal raped. to all, Ae the leaſt 


. * Romans, xii. 2 2. 
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hath the ſame ſtamp of authority on it as the greateſt ; 
he is to eſteem none of them, little or inconſiderable, much 


leſs burdenſome, and grievous; and I will be bold to ſay, 


that the preacher who defignedly leads men to think, they 
are releaſed from their obedience and duty to the naval ; 
law ; and who doth not from time to time, inculcate upon 


his hearers, the moral precepts of God and Chriſt, as 


well as preach Jeſus and the reſurrection, the virtues of 

bis death and exaltation ; is no real friend of Chriſt, nor 
of the ſouls of men; and no wonder his preaching is as 
vain, 25 Jounding aſs and a tinkiing cymbal. | 


But now, Sir, let us turn from the e part of 


the Doctor's expolition of his text, to the inconſiſtent, 
EX The very firſt ſentence of his printed ſermon is What 
I ſhall ſay in the following diſcourſe will much depend 
c on the ſenſe of the word Commandments, by which 
c are meant not the ten commandments, or the com- 
c mands of the moral law.“ Now, as the diſcourſe was 
entirely on water Baptiſm, to be ſure, that was the proper 
ſenſe of the word, as well as the chf command; but by my 


help (which, infte ad of gratefully acknowledging, he 


abuſes me for, ſtiling it a meer) he hath found, that tze 


commands in bis text, were not imply, 1 nor chiefly Baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper; for he hath now added “ rather 


© the commandments of faith and loye, the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
Dorf in the 3d chap. 23d ver. may be deſign'd *. But 


why refer us ſo far back? Is it not ſaid chap. iv. 21. 


. 114 * commardment have we from him, that he ꝛbho loveth 
Cod, love his brother alſo; and doth not the Apoſtle con- 


tinue - diſcourſe on thoſe two great commands, even 


to the text? Now pray, Sir, what difference is there be- 

| tween the moral Jaw, and love to God and our neigh- 
bor? 1 always took them to be one and the ſame thing; 
and fo did the learned Doctor himſelf once, if it is lawful _ 
to quote againſt him his own words, or ſet Fob againſt 

Gill; „ The moral Jaw was given by Moſes, the ſum of 


> which law is love to God, and love to our neighbor, 


4 28 appears from that anſwer which Chriſt gave to the 


Lawyer, who put this queſtion to bim, ſaying, Maſe 


os ler, which 1 15 the great commandment i 27 the lar 5 : Jeſas 255 5 


pag. 7 


* 


fn) 


= unto him, Thou galt love the Lord thy God with all 455 
&« heart, and with all thy foul, and, with all thy mind 3 this 
eis the firft and great commandment; and the ſecond is like 
c unto it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbor as thyſelf: On theſe 
© #09 commandments hang all the law and the prophets. Hence 
eit is that the Apoſtle Paul ſays, that love is the fulfilling 
60 of the Iaw *.“ You ſee, here he ſays the ſum of the 


moral law, is bros to God, and our neighbor ; and this 


love is the fulhlling of the law ; ; and in his late diſcourſe, 
he acknowledges, that the commandments of faith and 
love, are chiefly intended in the text, which were com- 
 mands of Chriſi, and were not grievous +, and yet, Sir, the 
moral law is not meant, So that he hath written theſe 
contradictions, as with a fun beam; the moral law is nt 
meant by the commands in his text, yet that which is 
the ſum of it, is chiefly deſign'd : The moral law is grie- 
vous, a fiery law, the letter that kills, the miniflratien of 
condemnation and death ; but love to God and love to our 
neighbor, on which bang all the law and the prophets, 
are not grievous; can you tell, Sir, why one ſhould de- 
| ſerve ſuch hard epithets, and not the other, which are juſt 
the ſelf-ſame thing: Or how came it to paſs that as the | 
ſubject of his diſcourſe ſo much depended on the ſenſe 
of the word Commandments, which are now by him 
confeſſedly, love to God and our neighbor; water Bap- 
riſin ſhould be the alone burden of his . His pros 
* and . 4 : 


You may b der that a man b Would be ſo b 
: with himſelf; not merely in preaching, but even in print, 
g contradicting in one page, what he hath aſſerted in an- 

other; and ſtill more wonder, that a miniſter ſhould ſpeak 


8 lightly, if not detractingly of that great law, by which 


_ his preaching and his works, and by which we all ſhall. 


be judged in the laſt day; but my admiration is not at 
all rais'd; I verily think him capable of much greater ab- 


" furdities ; not barely from the ſermon we heard him 
- preach, but from another pamphlet of his, now before 
me, on the doctrine of juſtification : Wherein he aſſerts 3 
not only that the law hath no 9 and con- 


i: Sniith's funeral ſermon, pag. 9. + Page 7. 
15 C4 | Yn. 


and thus, he aſſerts, **< they were eternally diſcharged, 
cc acquitted from fin, freed from puniſhment, and ſecured 
„from everlaſting wrath and deſtruction“ **. So that, 
Sir, you ſee, men are actually juſtify'd and pardon'd, Gs 
while alienated from the life of God, and enemies to him 
by wicked works, and in a ſtate of guilt and condem-_ 
nation; yea they are aug pardon” d, before they com- 
mit any lin, and even before they exit. Is this the lan- 
guage of a D. D. or even of a rational creature +4? You _ 
| alk me where he found thoſe noſtrums; 3 IVF: he n 


E11 


5 demning power, over the believer in Chriſt, but That the 
00 gofpel is All promiſes, it hath no commands; nothing 


ec in it looks like a law * ; that the reaſon why we are. i 


— 40 juſtified, is not becauſe we have faith; but the reaſon. 
« why we have faith, is becauſe we are juſtifed 4; 
« that all the elect of God are juſtify'd and pardon'd 
« whilſt they ate ungodly ;” and that no perſon might 


miſtake him, he hath defin d an ungodly perſon ; <* he is 


„ one without the grace and fear of God, and without 
66 Chriſt, being deftitute of a true knowledge of him, 


«K of faith i in him and love to him, ſuch 2 perſon being = 


thus ungodly, * tis evident God juſtifies and pardons þ.” 


Nay, Sir, don't be ſurpriz'd yet, for he goes much far- 


ther, he aſſerts that theſe. ungodly perſons & Are and 


„ muſt be acquitted, diſcharged and juſtified from eter- 


 « nity, fo as nothing could be laid to their charge || : 
In conſequence of this, “none of the ele&'s ſins are ac- 
„ counted to them, but *tis the will of God, plain and 

* manifeſt to puniſh fin not in them, but in his Son §;“ 


5 


* pag. 13. Surely then Chriſtians may live as they lift, for a 
85 where chere is no law there is no tranſgreſſion; but how contrary 
this to Titus 11, I, 12. and iii. 8. er pafſim. 


I pag. 36. I pag. 8.40, 41. pag. 18. 49. 
9 pag. 54, 55- 5 page 56. : 
+ + Some, if not Dr. Gill, have a peculiar tlent of SL | 


ing authors and their opponents ſay what they never thought 
of; and afii:m, what they flatly deny; this I abhor, and there- 
| fore have taken the Doctor's own words, which are too plain 


and preciſe, to admit of any plaufb le, or even probable miſre- 
preſentation. JJV 


Nay how con- 
trary to himſelf in his baptiſmal Sermon, where he e of... 
= nene of Chrift. | » 


1 


our found proteſtant divines teach them; but the great queſ- 
tion is, do reaſon, and revelation roach” them? reaſon pro- 
nounces them abſurd, and ſurely, Scripture declares them 
| heretical : Can we be the objects of wrath, and of love; 
the children of God, and of the Devil, at one and the 
ſame time; can we be juſtify'd and pardon'd, (for the 
Doctor ſays all who are juſtify'd are pardon'd*) and yet at 
the ſame inſtant, be in a ſtate of condemnation as the ſacred 
oracles declare every unbeliever is +: If the intention, or 
eternal purpoſe of God tojuſtify men, (whichis the Doctor's 
foundation ſtone) actually juſtifies them; they are as 
certainly, and actually, called, ſanctif) d, and glorify'd from 
eternity; ſo Cbriſt was actually made a curſe before he 
Was born, and even from eternity; and indeed the world 
and its inhabitants, were and muſt be created from eter- 8 
nity. How would an American Savage ſtare, and laugh 
to hear a Chriſtian divine, and a Doctor too, preach ſuch 
things; and ſo confidently aſſert, that an intention or pur= 
poſe. concerning a thing, makes that thing actually to ex iſt 2 
$9 there are many of his poor brethren, you well know, 
ure ſadly convinced of the contrary ; they find words, 
be ye warmed, be ye filled, and even promiſes to help 


them, are not actzons hat profir them, much tefs his 1 in- 


1 ten tions. 


1 purpoſed to 30 an ag of. Chriſtian Bed to the 
"Door, in reproving him, according to the ſcripture 
exhortation +; but he was not afually reprov'd, till my 
letter was penn 'd, and he read it: Mriting, was the way 
in which he Was actually reproved; ; and Þ aith, 15 the 


way the word of God declares, in which ſinners are 


actually juſtify' d. That they are not juſtify'd and par- | 
don'd before faith, or with.ut faith, and from eternity; 


but by and through faith , which is the gift of God to 


NE, them, in this liſe, there are fer iptures innumerable, which 


demonſtrate: It would be intulting g your underſtanding to 
mention them; and as they are 10 plain, that humble 
fincere Chriſtians cannot miſunderſtand them, ſo none 


ES but th © unle armed and ee 90 weſt and peryert them. 


| pag. + + Jobo 3 111 15. WV, | Lev. xix. 17 
55 Tim. TH 5 þ Romans s, Vi, 30, 
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The concluſion of the whole matter is this; you fee 
the Doctor ſadly miſtook his text, and what is worſe, 


took occaſion from it, to make void the moral law of 


God ; repreſenting it as grizvous, giving it hard names, 
and exalting poſitive inſtitutions above it : But what other 
could be expected from one, who in another publication, 


| makes void even Faith itſelf? For if men are actually juſ- 
tify'd, and pardon'd, and freed from puniſhment, from 
eternity; what occaſion, Sir, for faith and repentance, or 
prayer for forgiveneſs of fin; yea what need of Baptiſm 
itſelf, or the Lord's Supper; how needleſs was Chriſt's 
coming into the world; what neceſſity for him to ſend 
forth Apoſtles to preach the goſpel, that men's faith 
might come by hearing it; and what occaſion is there 


now, for him to ſend his Spirit with his word, to con- 


vince men of ſin, of righteouſneſs and of judgment, and 
to help them through faith, and the uſe of means, to 
perſevere unto ſalvation? What need for men to fear ſin, 
or to abſtain from it; if all future ſins are actually for- 


- 


given, as well as the paſt; if all are accounted to Chriſt, 
and puniſhed in him, and never wil be in them. Truly, 
Sir, this notion of eternal Jaſtiſicatian, may well be ftiled 
_ eternal nonſenſe ; and as tis big with abſurdities, ſo (tan- 
quam equus Trojanus) big with evils, to pure and undefiled 


religion, and to the morals and ſouls of men, The im- 


portance of the contents, will I hope excuſe the length 
ol this epiſtle; wiſhing you every bleſſing I reſt, 


b Tours, &c. 


N15˙1 


LETTER M. 


* that dipping is a grievous command. 


ov R approbation «| my kalt letter, (ſaying, it 


fully prov'd, the Doctor ſadly blundered in the ex- 


planation of his text, that he ſeem'd to be no great, nor 
real friend to the moral law, and was very inconſiſtent, i in 
what little he ſaid reſpecting the commandments ;) excites 


mee to lay before you another proof, that his text had no 


2 to his preachment, but is entirely ſubverſive of 
it: Poſſibly you may differ from me in this, but I am 
perſuaded my ſpeaking with freedom, (acting as a Proteſ- 
tant) will not break the league of Chriſtian friendſhip, 
ſubſiſting, es which, £ hope, will ever ſubGt between us. 


The very next day aſter the Poder 8 declamation, on 
God's commands are not grievous, you knew one of your 


brethren, preached on a like occaſion from theſe words, 


„From the beginning it was nit ſo *.“ Yourſelf wonder'd 
at the choice of ſuch a text, to recommend Chriſtian Bap- 
ziſm, and to prove, that *tis only, by dipping ; but as the 
choice of ſuch texts, to me, proves your brethren's ſad 
_ embarraſſment ; ſo, was I like minded with you, I ſhould 
really ſuſpect that the preachers were Pædobaptiſis incog, = 


or in heart; for never could more ſuitable words be choſen _ 


or applied, to overthrow all that the Doctor, and a 
few others, ſo rigidly and uncharitably contend for. If 
_ Chriftian Baptiſm is to be perform 'd after Dr. Gill's mode; 
*twill be no hard taſk to prove, tis a command more grie- 
vous than circumciſion, or any jewiſh rite whatever. More 
grievous, Sir, both to the baptizers, and the baptized, 
- which is ſelf evident; if 'tis neceſſary to go to the middle 
in water, and plunge. the ſubject, however fall, and cor- 


| Pulent, quite under it, and the colder the weather, yon 


know, Sir, the greater eyidence of the perſon's love to 


God in ſubmitting to it; ſurely 'i neceſſary, not only 
that. Een and churches ſhould be en in the 


» Mare, xix. 8. 1 ? 
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choice of their miniſters ; that they be able bodied men, 


(have brawny arms and Herculean ſtrength) to dip in a 


maſterly way at once *, without hazarding the ſubject: 
lives; but there is a needs be that the Baptizers be of 
Iron conſtitutions, if the cuſtom of dipping was general 
in cold climates : Which is a qualification for a ſcripture 5 
Biſhop or Paſtor, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles have in- 


tirely omitted; perhaps. through ignorante or inattention. 


That dipping in cold countries, muſt needs be a grie- 


Voꝛrcs command, both to Miniſters and people, if they are 


of weak and infirm conſtitutions, you acknowledge; as 


it endangers health, and even Life ; and indeed *tis greatly 
to be feared, from ſome, if not many inſtances ; that the 
thread of buman life hath been cut aſunder much the 
ſooner reſpecting ſeveral, thro* ſubmitting to this hazardous 
operation. Let the fubjects of Baptiſm de either men or 
women, as their being overwhelmed in water, muſt be 
very diſagreeable to them in cold weather, ths" chathed; 
ſo if the practice of ſome in the third Century prevailed, 
dipping naked ; bear with me, Sir, if J add, how inſuffe- : 
rably ae how impudently zmmmode oft; as well as 
hazardous, and dangerous ? Beſides, if the ſubjects be 
L yqomen, how grievous would this rite be to the Miniſter ; | 
not merely endangering his health, by fo frequent de- 
ſcending into the water in all weathers, (if the practice 
Was univerſal) not only would he be in danger, of break- 
ing the th Command, by being acceſlary to, and even 
haſtening the death of the Baptized ; but of violating me -- 
 feventh allo; for I ſuppoſe the Doctor and others of his 
brethren, tho Miniſters; have much the ſame feelings, 
. infirmities and paſſions, as others of Adam's fallen kt £ 


W There are ſeveral being cable witneſſes of a man's Peine 


dipped, who happening to have a weak, or unſcilful operator, 
or too long a noſe, part of it was not under the water, query, 
Whether he was properly Baptiſed? eſpecially as ſeveral for 
part of their faces, or arms, or armen have becn obliged - 
10 ſubmit to a ſecond dipping. y 
f Moſchus narrat de Conone reſbytero, qui obtentationem Ls 
quam patiebatur non poterat puellam nudam ſancto oleo inan- 
gere: Anointing the Baptized with oil as an emblem of the 
Holy Ghoſt, being the cuſtom _—_ the ealterns in the 3d 
- and ch Cencuries, 4 | 


When | 
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| When I refle&t upon theſe things, Sir, I am not only 
e eee that Baptiſm by dipping, is a grievous com- 


mand, e therefore not one of the commandments, 
mentioned or imply'd in the Doctor's text; but that this 
way of baptiz ing, frem the beginning was not ſo ; never 
the practice of John Baptiſt. much leſs of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles; and never their intention, this external rite _ 
| ſhould be ſo adminiſtered; as they would certainly have 


mentioned ſome qualification of bady, as well as of mind, 


neceſſary for chriſtian Miniſters ; and would not the great 
head of the Church, think you, have taken care, that his 
members ſhould never /o univerſally, and for ſo many 
centuries, have departed from the mode of dipping, had 
it been the only true way ? doubtleſs ; ſuffer me to aſk 
you, is it not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Savior, 
who excuſed his Diſciples from the ſtrict obſervance of 
the. Jewiſh Sabbath, out of compaſſion to their bodies ;* 
and who aſſur'd them, when he wath'd their feet, they 
were as clean, as if their whole body was wathed+; ; 
would appoint a rite or ordinance, that ſhould not only 
be iudecent to ſpectators, and afford raillery to eainſayers ; 3 
but be grievons, or attended with great danger as to te 
health, and even life of his miniſters and people ? ſurely --.- 
as he laid, the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath, fo certainly, Baptiſm was made for men, and not 
men for Baptiſm. 


2 Nav. Sir, you will excuſe my . chat tho? 7 Ae” 


: evidently appeared to be the ſcripture practice, (which I 
can by no means grant, being contrary to my real belief, 


and which my next Letter ſhall prove to be contrary 


likewiſe to the ſcripture teſtimony) yet, as that practice 
is in cold, countries, and from different dreſſes and cul- 
toms of people, and of aur nation in particular, attended 
with great hazard and ſeveral bad effects; I cannot but 
believe, that he (the compaſſionate Jeſus) who on 2 
| ſimilar occaſion, quoted and well knew the meaning of 
= Words, 1 will Dave mercy. and 10 e 1 and mar E 


* Mare, all 5. 9 + John xiii, 10. = t Matt. xii, 7 | 
5 5 Aifeſted 


[18] 


nifeſted his mercy, in various inſtances, not only bo the 
fouls, but Bodies of men, women and en; would rea- 


dily diſpenſe with ſuch a practice; and with pleaſure 
accept the perſon, as truly baptis d, and a real member 
of his Church, who had a ſmall quantity of water poured 
upon him, as well as he, who was overwhelmed in it x. 
This, Sir, I was going to ſay, even yourſelf muſt allow 
when you conſider; how all your brethren, as well a 


other denominations of chr de, have deviated from 
our Lord's own form, and way of adminiftring, and 
partaking of the other external rite, the Lord's itnpper : 
Who uſes unleabened bread; or thinks that one toaf 1 is eſſen- 
tial to the ordinance ? who adheres ſtrictly to the time, 


and form of the firſt ſupper's being adminiſter'd; or makes 


conſeicnce of laing on one another. or reclining on 


couches, when they receive the elements? Alas, Sir, why 


\ ſhould the ode of one ordinance be fo zealouſly con- 
tended for, more than the other; or why ſhould a larger 
or lefs quantity of water, be thought more C intial . to 


baptiſm, than that of bread and wine is in the ſupper ? 5 


Which laſt is certain] y as ſolemn, as divine, and as ujeful 
an ordinance as Baptiſm, and with which therefore, 
greater liberties ought. not to be taken, chan With the 5 
| other, - 


Whether I 1 demonſtrated, that no eh great fret 


Lac 


ought to be laid on dipping, as this Doctor doth ; grant- 
ing *twas the ſcripture practice ; or whether ! have con- 


vinced you, that the ordinance of Baptiſm, by dipping, 
in this and other countries, is grzzvous; much more 
diſagrecable, painful, and dangerous, than even circumciſion, 


muſt reſt with you: But that no more profefling chriſ- 
tians, may be under a temptation: to obey a grievens cm- 
mand, (not of Chriſt's but) of Dr. Gill's, and his bigot- 
£ {ou anceſtors of tr cenlus 168. pa, or r comply, bags what : 


* Under as Moſaic diſpenſation, TTY laid fk great Reals © 


jon rites. and menen we find they were frequently and 

lawfully diſpenſed with +; and even ©; cumc len, though enjoined. 

to be performed on the kth day, under an awful penalty, 
1 Was omitt. d for 4D \ vears. TJoihua 25 5. | | 


1 Matt. xil. Vers I 10 8. | 
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may be too juſtly ſtiled will worſhip ; vou will excuſe 
my publiſhing a copy of this to the world, 


In my next, by your indulgence, III take notice | - | 
what the learned Doctor hath advanced on the mode of 
Baptiſm : Tho' after proving it, in his way grievous; 


and from ſcripture, lawtully to be diſpenſed with, (ſup- = 
poſing dipping was the practice in warm climates) it... 
may ſeem unneceſiary : however, as he hath in his Ser= _ x 
mon, treated all that differ from him, as fvo!s, unlearned, A 
ignorant of the ſcriptures, and unclean ; I ſhall lay before 1 


you the ſtrong proofs there are from ſcripture, that per- 
ſons are as lawfully and properly baptiſed, by having water 
printed, or pour d upon them, when Igfants; as when 
dipped at adult years. Hoping to be {till numbered among 
your molt hncere lende, N 


1 am, 


Your „ ce. 


3 


[ 20 ] 
L ET TER IV. 


Proves that dee. 5B aptifin; 7s Inufulh alninierd ty 
| JOY 0 15 


Sin, 3 . 
N my laſt, I freely offered you my a ber on 1 


ping; ; and could not but conclude from ſeveral par- 


ticulars 'twas a grievous command; and therefore never 
could proceed from Chriſt, the great and compaſſionate 
head of the Church; nor ſhould be conformed to, by 
any of his members: But as I promiſed to ſend. Your 


ſome of the chief arguments, for adhering to a mode 


of Baptiſm, different from that which you approve ; and 
as I have been call'd upon, by your warm brother D. 


Gill, to give a reaſon of my belief in this particular ; | 


the following Is ſubmitted to your 1 110 and ſerious a 
| . ; 


"The" tl mode of Reptile is 5 by e 


5 ſays the Doctor; but as I have prov'd him beſides himſelf 
with reſpect to his text, I flatter myſelf, I ſhall prove 
him mlaken, in this" point alſo. We will charitably 
ſuppoſe he was a little noncompos (from that feveriſh _ 
flow of ſpirits he had) when he delivered his Sermon; for 
| fince then, as appears by his printed diſcourſe, he hath 


found out another ſenſe of the word Pan lic: Now he 
ſays, it not only ſignifies to dip or plunge, but alſo 16 


20; this, Sir is certainly a great conceſſion from /o. 


learned a man; and an impartial perſon would think, 


_ chriſtians muſt differ no longer about the mode of Bap- Jo 
tiſm; becauſe to waſh, in numerous places of ſcripture, | 5 
implies no more, than a partial application of water to 
perſons and things, by ſprinkling and pouring; and very 
| ſeldom, a total immerſion : But his very next words mar 
all again, and he himſelf proves, that what I ſaid of 
him, was not a falſe repreſentation, but a very rue ove 
« all the Greek lexicons I ever ſaw, ſay the word, in a 
60 JECORGATY.. and conſequential lenſe, ſigniſies indeed 


* | ws ; 1 9 & abluo, 


i 
 abluo, lavo to waſh ; but this is, becauſe what is 
8 « dipp'd 1 is waſh” dk.“ 


| $0 all the learned world ſtill adhere to dipping, being 
the only ſenſe of the word; for they would not have aid 
it ſignified 20 20, if What was dipp'd, was not waſt'd : 


But doth the  ſagacious Doctar (who here anſwers for: 


ther men's thoughts) think they would have fa) = that 


whatever is waſh'd, is, and muſt be conſequentially dipp'd? 

if he doth, there are few learned, if any beſides himſelf, 

that do: The ſeveral lexicons he hath mentioned in 

his note, I have ſeen, and others beſide; and they all 
Way GI ſignifies, to w, as well as to dip; and 
the reaſons why they fo rendered the word, are beſt 
know, I ſhould imagine, by the inſtances, or ſentences 
they infert, where dipping in many of them is entirely 


excluded. You obſerve, he calls upon me to name a 
writer of any note, otherwiſe minded than himſelf; I 


could name him 4% he hath mentioned as for bimſclf; Bs 
but not to ſhoot above him, ſurely he hath ſeen Leigh 4 
EE Critica facra, (which if of no note, the Doctor . 
not himſelf have made ſuch uſe of) doth not that 
Critic ſay « G / ſumitur pro quocunque genere ablu- 
7 66 Honis, ; prolutionis, > mundationts, etiam Iulius cui nul 


c % im mer ſonis ſhecies acleſi t.“ What can be plainer, 


Sir, from this critic, as well as from every lexicen you 


conſult; than that the word includes all kinds of waſh- 


ing "nd thoſe, where there 1s not the leaſt appearance of _ 
eitpins ; ; doth not Leigh likewiſe expreſly declare, the 


word infert aſpergere, tho” the Doctor hath ſaid, none 
he ever ſaw, rendered the word perfunds, or aſpergo, to 
our or ſprintle: Now as the Doctor hath led his peo- 


ple into ſo groſs a miſtake, as to think all the larned 
AL wvorld are on his and their fide; he ought in juice to 
undeceive them; and honeſtly from the pulpit, as well 
_ as the preſs, to tell them, that the Lemcographers and 
critics he hath mentioned from time to nes 48 Wellas 


* fs p. 22. as note, 1 Leigh cridea 3 | 


I p. 54. Amficl, Fat. e 


12 


Dr. Caſnbon and Geijiin, whom thro” diſtreſs he hath 
preſſed into his ſervice in his notes,) were all not only 
Pacdobaptiſis, but were ſprinkled alſo; and would never 
be dippd afterwards, knowing from the general and 


ſtrict ſenſe of the word yo 80, es were property bap- 
tiz'd before*. 


But as the larned in their works, univerſally inform 
us, there are Baptiſins or waſhings, without dipping z | 
Jet us next ſee what is the ſeripture teſtimony, of which 
you know the Doctor ſometimes affects to be very fond. 
The Apoſtle, Heb. ix. 10. ſays, that under the Jewiſh 
_ diſpenſation, there were divers waſhings, (d,9:P0gors Bon- 
Tiowic,) different kinds, or forts of Baptiſms; what 
they were, he mentions, as v. 13. the blood of Bulls and 
Goats, was ſprinkled on the unclean perſon for the puri fing of = 
his fleſh; in the i9 ver. he ſays, Moſes ſprinkled the people 
and the book of the law, with blood and water; and in the 
21ſt v. adds, that the tabernacle and all its veſſels were ſprinkled 
| Tikewiſe with blzod; and by theſe Baptiſms or ſprintlings, 


all things under the law were purified : So when a Leper ns 


Was to be cleanfed, or his infectious houſe to be puri- 
| fied; the Prieſt was to ſprinkle them, with blood and 
running water ſeven times fg; and even the Levites, 
when they were ſeparated for the immediate ſervice of 


God, were cleanſed, devoted and ſet apart, not by dip- 75 
ping KEY whole body into water, but by ſprinkling water 
upon them f. Now thoſe ſprin#lings, the Apoltle ex- 


preſly calls Baptz/ms; fo that here are rt nean, Oils with 
; ſprinkling, exclulive of dipping. 8 5 


Again; 5 as the Dodlor confeſſes his Laien inform 


Dr. Owe 8 5 for his great knowledge of. the Gen 
language, tho' perhaps Dr. Gill may call him an unlearned 
and ignorant man, thus ſpeaks ; © No one inſtance can be given 
Es "the ſcripture where Bari neceſſarily ſignifies either to 
dip or to plunge” — I muſt ſay and will make it good 
that no honeſt man who underſtands the Greek tongue, can 
6 deny the word to vgnify to walk as well : as to ” 2”  Serme. 5 
| dee, p. 58 1. | 
2 r xiv. 7. $1, : 1 Numb. viii. 75 5 


him, 


_ —— —— eros 9944 r prone en 
— — — 


cblige the public, and the learned in Particular. = 


191) 


bim, that Badia ſignifies auw lavo 40 waſh s; I will 


3 


give him an inſtance of the ute of this laſt word in the 


| ſepircagint, Dan. iv. 23, and 25. Where the tree and 
' Nebuchadnezzar ere both ſaid to be wet, Ss tis 


waſhed, or baptiſed, with the dew of Heaven; and if 


this wiil not fariafy him, let him read on to the 33 ver. 


and. there he will find even the primitive of Bari gu, + 


uſed in the ſame ſenſe; and his be dy S was baptiſed 
with the dw of Heaven ; an exprefiion which will puzzle 


Dr. Gils fagacity, to account for any other way, than 
by the clouds Jorinkling or pouring drops of rain upon 
him; tho? doubtleſs *tis. as proper (and not more ridi- 
0 culous) to ſay, he was dipped wir) or in the dew of 
heaven; 3 AS to aſlert, like the Doctor, that men were 
dipped fn Or- with a Cloud, in and wich the Holy. Gholt : 


and hire: 


We will x now come to the New Teſtament, Sir, where 


one or two inſtances out cf many muſt ſuffice. Vou 
remember I aſked him, whether the Jews plung'd their 
Whole bodies in water, every time before they did eat; 
and whether they dipped their Pots, brazen Veſſels and 
Beds. Theſe queſtions were not improper, as Bari 
is uſed in both inſtances; and were ſuch plain proofs for 
Baptiſm, by a partial application of water, that one 
would have thought all, but a notorious caviller, muſt _ 
| Have been ſpeechleſs ; but he hath found fome cabaliſtical 


legende, which ſay, „ that the Phariſees and more ſuper- 
« '{titious part of the jews every day before they ſat 


down to me at, dip'd the whole body; and thus alſo 
they ſerved their veſſels, tables, and even beds, bolfſ- 


= 20'S we and pillows, dipping them, pore by ou 1.0 The | 


TN "The tif D- Gale, Seems 7. Vol. II. p: 311. confeſſes this 


word is nſed for Bupt iſm, and thus explains 1 Cor. vi. 11. 


credo ye are waſhed, ye are in Baptiſm waſhed from all 
vour fins. I leave Dr. Gill to indicate the lente ent. 

4 Raw. 7 Sermon. 2 „„ 15 | 

i Serm. Note, P. 22, 23, f the Doctor would public in 
at ſertation on the Jew! ih Jags, their ſhape, length, breadth, 
'thicknets and we! ight, of what uf made, and with what filled, 
feathers or what elſe that would bear dipping part by part, 0 : 
often and without damage, &c, &c. he would certainly greatly 
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next time you ſee him, Sir, aſk him, whether they 


did not alſo dip their garments and meal, wine, oil, 
milk, falt, and every other thing they brought from 5 
market ? But to be ſure they did, for the ſame reaſon 


for which they dipped their whole bodies ; if their bo- 


dies were unclean, ſo were their e and ſo every | 
tn 2 that they touched. 


But when he obferves (after Scaliger, and we ſhalt 


| ſoon meet with ſome more on whom he pins his faith, 
not daring one would think to read the Scriptures, and 2 


think for himſelf) “ that becauſe the ſuperſtitious part of 
„the Jews, always dipped the whole body before they 
& fat down to meat, hence arole the Phariſees admira- 


. *© tion at Chriſt, Luke xi. 38.“ - Surely, the moſt redu- 
lous Papiſt cannot believe him. Scripture ſays, , F. 


riſee marvelled, that ov Tewlov u he wa: 1 2 Py 


tied; what by plunging the who e body into water ?.Ye 2 
_ fays the Doctor, for otherwiſe he could not 
"baptized: But ſhould not one text illuſtrate another ? 


13 
** er n 


We are told, Mark vii. 4. that the Phar iſe ees when they c. me 


from market, ay fun GamTiowTa loſe thiy were br 21 „ 
10 not eat ; but the third verſe informs us, twas their. 


hands only, that they baptized, or waſhed before they did 
eat; and this led them to marvel, and find fault with 


Chriſt, becauſe he and his Diſciples ate with unwaſhen : 
hands; ver. 5. Nothing, Sir, can be more dem iir able, 
'than that the Phariſees admiration: was not becauſe he 
did not dip his whole body every time before he ate; but 
that he ſat down to meat without firſt baptizing, or waſh- _ 
ing his hands *. But even granting the Doctor, that the 
ſuperſtitious part of the Jews, did plunge themſelves all 


over, every time before they did eat; (which is highl Fim 
probable) what Scripture warrant had they for ſo doing, or 


even for waſhing their hands? Did not out Lord immedi- 

ately reprove them, in that they neglected the Command- 
ments of God, and held the traditions of men? Sprinkling = 
the Water of f ſeparation on unclean perſons and things, 


» The manner of ion their hands, according to Scripture, IT 
was not by dipping them, but by pouring water upon them, as 
Hike _ water on the hands of 8 4 Kings, i i. . 
| ay ---: 


Cl 


[25] 


| was al that God required, and would not that, Sir, have 
been ſufficient ? The Doctor knows, that the 2 lamm 
pur iſications under the law, were always by ſprinkling ; 


and there is not an inſtance in all the Bible, of a Prieſt's, 


or any other perſon's plunging another into, or under the 
_ water, for his ſeparation or cleanſing. But I will not en- 
large here; let the Chriftian Phariſees, imitate their bre- 
hren among the Jews, and uſe water as often, and in as 
large quantities as they pleaſe ; but let them not trouble 
the Church of Chriſt, an: 4 deſpiſe their Chriſtian brethren, 
Who are not quite fo ſuperſtitious ; who think with their. 
Lord, John ili. To. that water applied but to one part of 
„ body, the feet, or the face, is of as much ſervice, as 
though it were to the whole body: Tis certainly, Sir, 
not the quantity of water, any more than of the bread 
and wine, that makes the ordinances of Arie a whit 
more valtd, or ee ” 


"Another Scripture proof that Baptiſm is properly a” 7 


debe by ſprinkling, is Matt. iii. 11. John told his au- 
ditors that one was coming, who would baptize them with the 
| Holy Ghoſt and with fire ; : what can be plainer, than that 
 BenriGy ſignifies here to ſprinkle, excluſive of all other 
ſenſes? But according to Dr. Gill, the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt, (which is uniformly ſpoken of in Scripture, 


by being poured out upon, and by an unction, or anointing, 


— by reſting on the Apoſtles, in the form of cloven hery 
5 tongues) proves notwithſtanding, that Baptiſm is by er- 
ſion, or over wohelming as ina Dial; he hath produced one 


Doctor to ba k him in this ridiculous explanation“; but if 


one man is a little whimſical, ſhall 1 adopt his conceits and 
pay an implicit faith to his fanciful notions ? Adviſe the 
Doctor, Sir, to ſee with his own eyes and judge for himſelf, 
and be the confitent P. oteſtant. To do the Doctor juſtice = 


however, in print he doth not ſay, the Baptiſm of the Apoſ- 


tles with the Spirit was actual immerfion; no, © A ruſhing 
mighty wind filled all the houſe where they were ſitting : 
< fo that they were as , immerſed into and covered with 5 
it, and therefore very properly called a Baptiſm.“ 

: Now, Sir, when he wrote his ſermon and animadverſions, 5 


| ® Sermon, pag. 27, 3 
* very 


[46] 


very bh the room where he ſat was fall of ſmoke 3 


and ſo he was as if immerſed into and covered with it; 


and ſurely this may as properly be ſtiled a Baptiſm, as that 
of wind. But the Doctor certainly followed Dr. Caſau- 


uon, rather than the Scripture; for there is not a word in 
the Bible of wind's filling the room; but 'twas a ſound 
or noiſe from heaven like as of a ruſhing. mighty 
wind, that filled the houſe ; and ſo they were as if immer- 


fed into, and covered with frund: s of immerſed, that is as if 


baptized; a very pretty way, Sir, of eving and com- 
ing oft ; and the ſame ingenuity and art, he uſes in his 

reaſoning and remarks, on the Iſraclites being baptized 
in the cloud, and in the ſea, When preaching, you re- 
member he ſaid, Ihe ſea ſtood upon each ſide of them, 
F and the cloud above covered them, and ſo they were 
cc all baptized by immerſion.” Aunotator divine] Now 

| he ſays, „the waters ſtanding up as a wall on each fide 
of them through which, and the cloud over their 
„heads under which, thay paſſed ; they were lite perſons 
e jmmerſed in water *. Truly, not quite 7 wet, no 
liſteneſs at all, as to the effeQs, on either cloaths or per- 
| ſons; he quotes Grotizs as on his fide, reſpecting this 
text, and 1 could quote him, Sir, oz my fide, both as to 
the ſubjeAs and mode of Baptiſm, if that was requiſite; 
but who ſhould we believe? The Apoſtle, or rather the = 
Holy Ghot, who ſays, The Apoſtles were a&ual,y bapti- 
ed with the Spirit; and that the Iſraelites were tb ; 
baptized unto Moſes, in the cloud and in the ſea; or Dr. 
Gill and other fullible men; who to anſwer a turn, would 


make them nothing but alfons to Baptiſm, and ſay, thoſe 
0 expreſſions ns no other, than they were, as if baptized, 


- for there was ſeme likeneſs in it, they were like perſons im- 
"Thou 2h the learned Doctor lays, 
c This may with great 6 1 be called a Baptiſm, 
& that is by immerſion;” Icannot believe, he would receive 
a perſon into his church, that was thus baptized, either after 

the manner of the Apoſtles, or the Iſraelites; or that were 

only /ite perſens immerſed in water; he certainly was en- 

compaſſed wich a cloud, when he thought of producing 

this laſt inſtance, for Baptiſm by immerſion ; or he muſt : 

| miſtake, and mean the Egyptians for the Lraclites, a as the 5 


merſed in water +: 


+ pag. 26. I Sermon and note, pag. 26. 


perſons 


1 27 1 


perſian FIRST WRAY or covered with the ſea: The 


Ifraelites were baptized by immerſion in the cloud, 
and the cloud far above them; baptized in the ſa 


and no water approached them ; baptized with what then? 
Why, with nothing: Which (to uſe the Doctor's own m 
words) is as mon/troufly ridiculous, as to ſay we are bap- 
_ tized by circumciſion ; which he would inſinuate I have i 
done; but as I proved. to you, he over-acted the Gram- 
marian in the Greek, tis no Wonder, he doth in his no- 
ther tongue. 5 


„ explanation F gave a the text, that they were 
| baptiſed ; in the cloud, by its diſtilling drops of rain upon 
them; and in the ſa, by the ſpray of the waves agitated 
by the ſtrong wind that blew, as they were paſſing through | 
the channel of the ſea; you know he ſays, © is a mere 
( conceit, a wild imagination, and contrary to the ſacred 
« ſcriptures ; and if there was a continual (pray, how could 
they pals through the ſea on dry ground *? Fw indeed! . 
” Inform him, Sir, they paſſed not through the ſea at all, the 
| ſea retired on each fide of them, and the feripture aſſerts, 
that a ſtrong eaſt wind blew ; and if that was the caſe, | 
| there. muſt be another miracle, to prevent the ſpray of the 
waves: But let us condeſcend to men of low degree; ſuppoſe 
the Doctor was to walk through London ſtreets in a ſhower 
of rain, ſtil] might he not be aid to walk on dry g ground? 
to be ſure, or as if on dry ground. Granting what I 
ſaid was a whimſical notion, vet ſurely it is not quite ſo 
abſurd, as to ſay they were baptized or immerſed with a 
cloud, and with nothing; or make them out to be only 
2 if, or like perſons baptized ; and to repreſent the 8 8 
i Ales as Haptized with 707 Aa, and With Hand. : 


. But what ſhall IJ fay to, or of 1 im, Sir, * he 1 

N klares he never yet met with any learned man that ever af. 

5 ſerted it f: Hath he never read any thing but Jewiſh fu 
les, or doth he think others ſo unprofitably have ſpent 
their time? Or who pray doth he eſteem learned? 1 
could name him twenty, more learned than himſelf, bo 
aſlert that the Lraclites were baptized in the cloud, * 


„ Sermon, page 26. Note. palin f Ibid. 
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"its ſprinkling water upon them; and I could name ſeve- 
ral, that far exceed the famous Dr. Gill, in all branches of 
learning, who ſpake of their being baptized in the ſea, 
by the ſpray of its waves; but out of the mouth of two 
or three let it be confirmed. Not to mention learned 
foreigners, as H/olfins, &c. You know, Sir, that Dr. 
Goodwin*, Mr. Locke , Dy. Watts t, and Dr. Guyſe || 
believed they were thus baptized, and therefore ſaid and 
publiſhed it. Who, think you, is ignorant of the contro- 
verſy, or rather who is the very illiberal man? (for Dr. 
Gill muſt know the ſentiments of the great Dr. Gbod- 
win, as he in many places, ſtiles him, if he did not of the 
others F.) I pretend not to be a prophet; but as Dr. 


Gill will not have the vanity to compare himſelf with 


the gentlemen I have mentioned; ſo their memories will be 
precious, when his is forgotten; and their writings wil! 
5 * and be extenſively uſefu], when his are covered with 


5 # 40 The ſacraments cnreordioaity and Peet admi- 
niſtered to the Iſraelites, were types of ours; they came near 
the lite, the ſprinkling or mizling of the rain io the cloud 
and' going through the Red ſea, was even to the od, 4 View 
a viſible baptizing.” Vol. 5. Part z. page 149. 
+ © The Apoſtie calls it Baptiſm, which is the initiation 
3 ceremony into both the Jew:ſh and Chriſtian church; and 
that the children of Iſrael were waſhed with rain from the 
cloud, may be collected from Palm vil. 9. Locke 0 Works, 
V. . p. 180. | 
7 « The children of Iſrael” were baptized unto Moſes i in the 
8 
that they were dipped in the water, but they were ſprinkled 
by the clouds over their heads, ana perhaps by the water 
"Ms OY food up in heaps. as they —— by.” Watts E Works, 5 
V. I. p. 821. 
* 1 If it ks ſoppoſed chat here is any al! view: to the mode . 
of Baptiſm, it refers rather to ſprinkling than immerſion, 
ſince the Egyptians that were drowned in the ſea, were bap- _ 
vzed by the waters covering them, rather than the Iſraelites, 
| that went on dry land, and could be no other way waſhed 
than with drops that might fall from the cloud, and the daſn- 
6 ings of the waves.“ Guyſe's Paraphraſe in locum. Note. 
. No leſs a pero than the great Dr. Goodwin, whoſe. 


works I much value ang eteem.“ | Gill's Doctrine of Juſti- : 
| Kcation, p- 18. | 


ü 


cloud and the fea in their panage through the Red ſea; pot 


[29] 


duſt and eobwebs in a corner of a ſhelf, or meet with 


a treatment too indelicate for me to mention. His con- 


temptuous uſage of ſuch characters, extorted this from 


me; but I haſten, Sir, to his proofs, 5 


That Baptiſm mol be by: fur ſions; if not from the 5 
proper ſignification of the word Barigo, yet from the 
places where the rite was performed; firſt, in Jordan; 

but he hath not diſproved, that it may full as properly be 
ſaid, at or with the river Jordan : : a mere novice in the 
Greek language, knows that «& ſignifies with or at, as 


well as in; and accordingly it is rendered at, in above 


an hundred places of the New Teſtament, and as often, 
with: Why ſhould it not be ſaid then, that John bap- 


tized with the water of the river Jordan, or that he bap- 


_ tized of Jordan, as well as in Jordan? No, ſays Dr. Gill, 
not in that place; but in another, Whine e is ren- 
dered with, he ſays it ſhould be read i *; fo, with, 

may and thould be altered for in, but not i for 
with; but whatever he may fay, to baptize in the Holy 
hat, and in fire, are uncouth and very unuſual phraſes 3 
and nothing but à great Hr ait, could have forced him 1 


| aL the words ſuch. A turn. | 


Well, but 0 john damizad alſo at 3 which he 


e choſe for this reaſon, becauſe there was much water 


< there; now if Baptiſm was not by immerſion, what need 


Was there to make choice of rivers and places abound, 
ing with water to baptize in r?“ 


| ae PUN. to n. 


Ah, « but Phili lip and ths Eunuch went down boch 5 


4 into the water and came up out of it; and they mut 


* Ib. page 23. ; 1 Sermon, pape 26. Note, 


66 7 h 
— 


You know, Sir, the 
Greek is ddr TIkha many ibaters, or different collec- 


tions of water; and there were ſeveral reaſons, might 
lead him to chuſe ſuch a place beſides immerſion: T he 
numbers that went to ſee and hear him, and the heat of the 
climate, called for a great ſupply of water, for drink, 
refreſhment, and other neceſſary uſes ; ; and that the peo- 
pale might 2 a plenty of mu near at hand, for theſe. 
purjpoſes, he might chuſe the pla aces be did, without the 
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[30] 
8 2 go. into the water ( that is be immerſed i in nit) becauſe it 
6 15 expreſly {aid before, they were come fo it, where- 


«« fore they went not unto it, if they were there before, 
but into it *.“ I can hardly forbear, Sir, adopting 


another of his polite words, Il ifeacre ! Suppoſe, he was | 
riding in a chariot, and came to the water fide, if then 
be condeſcended to ſtep out of it, to waſh his face, 


hands, &c. may it not be ſtiictly ſaid, that though he 
was come to the water before, yet in coming down from 


the chariot, he went down unto the water ; which ſo 


far from implying his being plunged into it, doth not 


lead us to think his ſhoe was ſo much as wetted ; be- 
| ſides, if going into the water, implies immerſion, Philip | | 


muſt be dipped as well as the Eunuch ; for it is ſaid, they 
went down both into the water ; and if the Eunuch really 
went into the water, before plunged in, he half baptized 


 bimſelf; as indeed do all the Doctor's e if being 5 


: covered with water 18  Baptifmm. 


- Botinls: be 160050 ſo much on into, and out 71 ; you bt 
remember I aſked him, “ how many times he muſt be 
told, that the Greek particles, or prepoſitions ss and 


OT ſignify unto and from; and are thus rendered W 
hundreds of places in the New Teſtament ;” and ap- 


pealed to him, whether,“ They went down unte the water, 
e and came up from it; was not as proper, if not a more 


1 eligible and jult reading than the other:“ but if he 
Vould inſiſt on into the water, I aſked him, « what he 


would make of Chriſt's going ite a mountain?“ Really, 
Sir, by his anſwer, he hath proved himſelf the wiſeſt | 


man among you, bleſſed with the fartheſt, if not with 5 


the gift of ſecond fight : Surely, he hath found @ cave in 
the mountain, fo that our Lord in entring it, may pro- 
5 periy be ſaid to go into the mountain : That is, he was 


as if, or aftually immerſed, or overwhelmed, or baptized 5 


in and withearth, This is certainly the tip-top of all; 

| pity he had not ſhewn his remarks to you or ſome other 5 
judicious friend, before he publiſhed them to the world _ 
With this wonderful, highly probable cave, To what ſhifts 


„Sermon, Note, page 24+ + Sermon, page 25. Note. 


4 
80 
* 
F 
? 
| 


no cave there, 


lowing example or two: | 
Romans iv. 3. 5. 9. we meet with £15 01K2400v27v, which 
he ſtrenuouſſy maintains, 3 UNTO  1ghtcouſnejs, and fo. 
Beg him to contider alſo 1 Theſſ. 
, where gig occurs three times, and muſt be render- 
ed unto, or towards, which you pleaſe : 
Our Lord lays ] he was ſent eig T& Gar, &c. Should 
that be 79 or into the 40, ſneep £ 2. To, you reply, doubtleſs ; 
unleſs the loſt ſheep had a cave in them, as well as the 
mountain; though the Doctor's criticiſm will ſuit very 
well with the tenet of ſome, and furniſh them with an 
Invincible argument ior tranſubſtantiation and Chriſt's en- 
_ tering perſonally into them; their ſtomach 
into which he goes, by 1 of hoc elit Corps, vel 6 
. cus pacus. 
© require 9 mould be rendered into ſometimes, particu- 
| that is £55 connected with Waters Sj 
muſt neh eſſarily ſignify 17 to. But you know the con- 
trary, Sir; Jeſus ſent : 
into the ſea? No, only to, for he had @ line and host to 
I hope theſe few inſtances, out of numbers 
that might be produced, will ſatisfy him; and engage 
him to complain no more of Partial, and nam tranſlations; 
but make him e to denied, that party. 


again Rom. x. 10+. 


ee larly in Acts vil. 38 


x. caſt into it. 


£31] 


are the votaries of bigatry often redaced ! But how did he 
know, Sir, I meant the mountain, Luke vi. 12. rather 
than that Matt. v. 1. Is it not «5 To vos inte a mountain, 
in one place, as well as the other? But this % text would 


have proved even to his people and admirers, there Was 


or that Je ſus did not go into one; for then 


how could the multitude hear him ? © I hear youu lay, he 


certainly went up into, Or aſcended this moun tains not to 


pray alone, but to preach to a multitude.-——=Y ou ob- 
ſerve the Doctor is a little ſhaken about the proper mean- 


ing of eig; and now like a ſolar, modeſtly lays, „it 
„„ muſt be all owed, the prepoſition ſoinetimes at leaſt 


Yes, often; and the Doctor ſhall = 


conſtrained OB is acknowledge it very often ſignifies 
Give him from me the fol- 


£c ſignifies into * 


unto, and , and not 810 
But firſt, refer him to himſelf, 


Do Matt. xv. 24. 


Aye, but ſays the Doctor, Ci. 


Peter £5 Ty a ac ; what 


© bid. + Dofrine of Juſt Kent on, page 16. | 


4 Matt. 2 XVII, Bd] 


18 the cave | 


Ain irances 


5 zeal, Z 
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zeal, and a fond deſire of being eſſeemed the Jead if 4 


ſect, hath made him thus long impoſe on himſett, and 
them that hear him. 


Tbere ! is but one thing i in his ſermon and remarks on 
the mode of Baptiſm, that remains unnoticed and unan- 
ſfwered; and that is fo weak an one, that the bare men- 
tioning thereof, Sir, is ſufficient to expoſe it. The 
end of Baptiſm is to repreſent the burial and reſurrec- 
4 tion of Chriſt, which cannot be anſwered any other 
„ way than by immerſion; and hence the Apoſtle ſays, 
ct byried with him by Baptiſm, and in Baptij? m *,” vv Bat, :- 
Sir, is a repreſentation of the burial and Refafre ion of 
Chriſt, the end of Baptiſm? I always thought the end of 
| Baptiſm, was to dini gui Chriſtians from Infidels; to 
receive perſons into God's viſible church; to inſtruct 
mankind in their guilt and defilement through fin; to 
hold forth to them the neceſſity of ſanRification ; to ſig- 
nify the influences of the ſpirit; and to oblige them who | 
| were partakers of it, to obſerve the Jaw and all the pre- 
cepts of him, into whoſe name they were baptized. So 
the end of Baptiſm, is with Antipædobaptiſts only an 
emblem of the burial and Reſurrection of Chriſt, if Dr. 
Gill is their oracle But if this is really the caſe, I won- 
der how any believer in Chriſt, or how any rational 
creature complies with it; for the emblem is impercep- | 
tible, but by one or two of uncommon capacities. You 
| know the Doctor vaunts, „will any man in his ſenſes 
„ ſay a corps is buried, when only a little duſt or earth 
41 ſprinkled or poured on its face +?” But can any 
man in his ſenſes, not to ſay a D. D; aſſert that a perſon” "= 
going by himſelf to the middle in water, and then join- 
ing with the miniſter, to put the other half of himſelf a 
few inches under water, and being pulled up again in 


three moments; is the repreſentation and emblem of 


_ Chrift's burial and reſurrection, or bath the leafl analogy or 
_ reſemblance to it? Alas, Sir, were we to frame articles 


of faith for ourſelves and others, from what ſome men 
will make ſcripture alluſions, and their Whimfical inter- 


ws weren of them; what would become of (6 hriſtianity? 


"8. Sermon; page 25. 4 Ibid, TR, 


THY 


The Doctor knows, or ſhould know,that Guriodevrec Heb · 


vi. 4. is generally underſtood to mean perſons baptized, and 
the Greek and Latin fathers in common ſpoke of Baptiſm 


under the word @wr4op.05, from men's being in Baptiſmtran- 
ſlated out of the kingdom of darkneſs into that of grace and 


light, and from their being by the Baptiſm of the ſpirit en- 


lightened with the rays of the goſpel and divine light as with | 


thoſe of the Sun *; now, if dipping be the ſcripture 
mode of Baptiſm, nothing is more oppoſite to this ſcrip- 


ture alluſion of Baptiſm by irradiation; for the water 
prevents the ſight, and for a time makes al darkneſs around 


them; beſides, are not Chriſtians ſaid, to be crucified 


with Chriſt, and to be planted together in the likeneſs of his 
death); ſurely by the ſame rule, that we are plunged into 


| water, to be buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, and to ſhew 


we have fellowſhip with him allo in his ov erwhelming I 
ſufferings; which the Doctor ſays “ are agrecable to 
Baptiſm by immerſion +,” we may not only be fined with _ 
the Croſs, but ought to be fa/tened to one, this laſt, being 


truly the frongeſt. repreſentation, and emblem of our being 


crucified with Chriſt, and being planted together in the 
| likeneſs of his death: But why doth he inſiſf on ſcripture 
alluſions? Vou know, Sir, where ene makes for him, | 


three are againſt him; are not the beſt of divine | bleſlings 


promiſed and expreſſed by pouring out Tater upon bin. 
that is thirfly, by ſprinkling many nations, by, Jp! unkling 
clean water upon us, by, the blood of ſprinkling by, fbrin'(rog- 
, the blood of Feſus, by, the Hoh Get: boing ſped, 370 


Xe poured out upon us, by an unttiom, en anontins from 


«© the holy one, &c. &c;” do not all theſe more clearly 
favour; and more fully prove the. mode of Baptiſm to be 


by ſprinkling, than any he can produce for cipping 0 

| borrow the Doctor's words with a little variation; what 

2 pity it is the tranflators of our Bible had not 3 : 

ed the word Barg to ſprinkle, as you know they truly 
might; for want of ir, the controverſy! is till continued 


by watery bigots; and many ignorant ſprinkled Chriſtians 


are often (to their hurt) pul] ied by them into the water ; L 
Vers though the word is not thus tranſlated, but left at i 


1 Hence the days, on whi ch Baptiſm was adminiſtered, were 
| ile Nef T Nen dap on licht, and the baptized were callas : 


| PuriCourrcte . 
1 e page 27. 
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large, i all Kinds of waſhings and applications ; 
of water; we have proofs ſufficient, that e was, 
| and ought to be performed by ſprinkling s. 


| Beſides, ls determination of the Gr a | SHO in its 

favour ; beſides, the Baptiſm of the Iſraclites in the cloud 

and in the ſea, which could be no other way, than by 
drops of water ſprinkled on them, from the cloud and 

the waves; beſides, the Paptiſms under the law, which 
were never adminiſtered by Moſes, or any of the Prieſts, 
to perſons and things but by ſprinkling ; befides, the 
_ Baptiſm of the Hely Gho/t, which according to ſcripture, 


Was by his deſcending and reſting on the Apoffles, Anek 


is uniformly ſpoken of, as being ſhed and poured out + ; 

| beſides, the Meow Te Lament proofs, that the Phariſces and 
others are called baptized, when only their hands weie 
_ Waſhed, by pouring water upon them; and ſo their 
tables and beds are ftiled baptized, when water was (and 
could be) only ſprinkled upon them ; befides, the juſt 
meaning of the Greet prepeſitions sis and & 1 and from, 
and the numerous places that can be produced where they 
are, and muſt neceſſarily be ſo rendered; beſides, the 
ſeri iptuxe alluj;ons of all- divine bleſſings, under the phraſes, 
fpriutled and poured out; beſides the ancient ſeal of God's 

covenant with his people and initiating ordinance into his 
church, to which Baptiſm ſucceeded, being applied but 
to one part of the body; beſides, our Lord's expreſs de- 
claration, that the v aſhing of the feet, (a leſs noble part 
of the body than the face) with a baſon of water, was 
as effectual as if the whole body had been waſhed ; be- 
ſides all theſe ſtrong arguments, not to add Nevuchad- 
_ nezzar's Baptiſm with the dew of heaven; let but 


Chriſtians conſider, the multitudes that were baptized at 
e and Enon, who ſcarcely. went out provided with 


0 This (ymbol af ſprinkling was that whi ch God hi miſelf | 
« choſe, and appointed as a meet and apt token of the com- 
* munication of covenant mercy, ——This rite of ſprinkling, 
Was thatalone in all ſacrifices whereby their continued effica- 
cy unto purification was expreſſed, thence is the blood of 


„ Chriſt called the blood of ſprinkling, becauſe of its eflicacy Es 


„ unto ſunRification, as applied by tai: u.“ Oben! on - the 
. Hebrews, Vol, z. p- 378. 435. | | 

3 Acts th 3 35" 5 e | 5 dey 
changes. 


E 


changes of raiment for dipping; let them reflect on the 


three "theuſ, ind, that were converted and baptized in one 


day, yea ina iew hours in the city of Jeruſalem ; who 
could not have time to go to their reſpective homes 
for other drefles, and if dipped naked, as we may chari- 
tably ſuppoſe ſome women among them, how indecent 
and immadeſt, yea what a hubbub would it have made 


in the ſtrects of tne holy city | Or who that reads of the 


Jailor and his family being bavtized at vidnigbt in his 


own houſe, can think it was by dipping ; and: even in 


: the: caſe of the Eunuch 70 75 improbable, as he was then 


30 urney ing 


<< 3 'Y have often wondered, how you eſpe- = 
7 cially, or any of your r denomination, can withſtand ſuch 
Powerful evidence, if not demor/tration, from reaſon and 


ſcripture, for B ptiſin being lawyfully adminiſtered by 


 fprineling. If the Doctor will continue to urge the prac- 
tice of the ſuperſtitious Jews, in waſhing. the whole 
body; aſk him, why he doth not make his Proſelytes 
imitate them altogether ? If the whole body muſt be 


waſhed, it is neceſſary it be uncloathed, elſe. the ody 


is vero little more affected, or wet, than by water's being 
pour d on the face; but if ner eſs, why do our brethren 

ſo inſiſton a perſon's being g plunged entirely under water: 
It is well known, that ſome (if not for their noſes) for 

part oi their garments being above water, have been over= 
whelmed again; but is not this e een and 


ctutentiaus about d pping cloaths * It 1s unaccountably 


ſtrange, that Dr. Gill or any man. ſhou'd cenſure Pa- 
piſts lor baptizing Bells, &c. and yet quarrel with his 
pious brethren, and divide the Church of Chriſt, about 
 baptizing garments - | ſee no tr: aſon to retract, what I once 
ſaid, reſpectin his performance; that ſomething beſides 


5 Dr. Gill's knos vieige and Jearningy, muſt be e 


| Though 1 have. 1 my wind freely to you; i am 


: perſuaded. you will not conſider and pray for me, as * one 


+ of the bliud Sodomires groping in the dark, ſeeking | 


* » Baptiſcaus v. vero ſive 5 non ved um ed, | fed humani 


= corporis. Woſius de Baptiſmo. 
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[ 36 ] 


ce the living among the dead, which you remember, 
was a petition offered up by one of the Doctor's lay 


preachers, immediately after ſermon, on behalf of poor 


ſprinkled Chriſtians: But to do him juſtice, he prayed 
likewiſe (forgetting I ſuppoſe all that his Doctor had juſt 
before ſaid againſt ſprinkling) that we might all be 


ſprinkled with the blood of Chriſt: In return, may he, 


the Doctor, and all bigots of every party and fect, be 
covered with humility, and have a large anion or -.. 
Chriſtian 1 love and charity ! N VVV 


"You may ſay, what avails this long letter about the 7 


ES of Baptiſm, as I know that the Antipædobaptiſis in 
Holland, think it immaterial whether perſons are Cipped, 


or forinkled; and do ſprinkle or pour water on moſt that 
they baptize; and you add, the proper ſubjects, | is the chief 


Point of controverſy : I grant it, and therefore ſhall ſoon 
| lay before you, ſome of the chief arguments, that Bap- 
| tilm ought to be adminiſtered to the children of Chriſtian = 
5 parents, with great eltern 5 an, | 


Fours, Sc. 


[37] 


I. E T T” E R v. 
Pro ves « that Infants are + la Ut Fug Members 10 Chr is o Church, 
8 TY 
1 T H the ſame freedom, as 1 conmnicatet my 


thoughts to you on the mode, in my laſt letter; 


in this I ſhall ſpeak oi the /zbjecs of Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
That water Baptiſm is a divine inftitution, and to be 


much eſtcemed, and duly obſerved by Chriſtians, we are 
agreed in; though perhaps ſtill differ as to the quantity 
of water to be uſed in it, and the way of its being ap- 


plied to the body; but this is with me, not ſo material, 


were we agreed as to the proper ſubjects : But notwith- 


ſtanding all Dr. Gill's ſhrewd animadverſions, and po- 


lite language beſtowed on me, T cannot but ſtill difer 


from him, and you in this point. You remember, that 


he ſaid, I injuriouſly repreſented him, as to his treatment 
of all thoſe that differ'd from him; but that the charge 
of his repreſenting the Pædobaptifts, as unlearned, and 


ignorant of the Scriptures, is juſt, my laſt letter ſufficiently 
c Proven: ; as doth his own ſermon : All the learned to be 


ture, know that Bam ſignifies only to dip or plunge ; 


”-; they ſay it denotes ſecondarily, 10 waſh, *tis becauſe 


what is di ipped is waſhed : And ſurely the Pædobaptiſts 
have not one text of Scripture in proof of Baptiſm by 

ſprinkling ; and yet wonderful ! All theſe ſame learned 
men would never be dipped, and the whole Chriſtian 
world (a few hundred perſons excepted) will not re- 


N nounce ſprinkling for W or r their children. 


But 44 rem, view the Doctor in print; . & The Bap- . 
Al tiſm of infants muſt be wrong; ſince there is no com- 
„ mand of God and Chriſt for it *; and as there is no 
4 precept for the Baptiſm of infants, ſo no precedent 
for it in the word of God +; I defy the whole world 
d to give one ſingle 9 1 condemn it as unſerip- 
bt * tural and unwarrantable 7 _ and where 15 | the: 8 


4. Serin. nas; 1 + bie. p. 15. 41 pag. 17. 
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« ſenſe, it is an abſurdity of abſurdities to affirm that 


“ Baptiim comes in the room of circumciſion *: el 
done Goliah ! Who would but have thee for a Cham- 


pion ] You know, Sir, when preaching he bad defiance 


oftner by far; but don't the words he acknowledges in 8 


print, very plainly prove, that he actually repreſented 
the greater part of tne Chriiti.n world, as fools, and ig- 


noramt of the Scriptures? And doth not he treat all chil- 
dren without exception as unclear, not ſuflering them to 
be admitted into the church of Gol? How he could 
inſinuate, that he did not look on Pæ obaptiſts as unclean, 
18 amazing - when he would not fit down wit: one of 
them at tne Lord's Supper, nor admit him into his 
church as a member, were he Moles, Elias, Sc. Faul, | 
Or an AD agel from heaven. . 


The ally proper ſubjedts of Baptiſm, are wording to 
the Doctor, < repenting ſinners, believers in Chiilt, if 


„ ciples of Chrift, and receivers of the Spirit af God.“ 
But can any man have the Spirit of God, or of Chriſt, 
and not be all the reſt? Why ſuch a fourfold diſlindtion 
then? The reaſon is obvious, Sir, that he night re- 
ceive all the profeſſing world into his charc hy exc ept 
harmleſs infants; Simon Magus proteſted himf.'f a poiittent 
ſinner, a belicver in and a [ iſciple of Chri/!, and on this 


profeſſion, though he had not the Spirit 0: Chriit, he 


was baptized: So that the next time, Dr. Gill brags, 
„That he hath precedents enough ready, for baptizing _ 
„ adult perſons believers,” You may inform him he 


hath 2 Scriptur- precedent ready. for baptizing an adult 


perſan an unbeliever; but I fear his own experience hath 
furniſned too many | precedents of this kind: What avails 
bis ſaying, « *tis time enouch to talk of infants Baptiſm, 
c when tis clear and evident, they have the grace of 
e God in them, and a meetneſs for the kingdom of Hea- 


& yen,” for if he was never to dip any perſon, till that 


was clear and evident, was he to live Methuſalah's years, 
he would never baptize another: Surely, Philip had as 
good a ſpirit & diſcernment into a man' : faith and fin- 


cerity, as the Doctor can pretend to, and yet he baptized 


Simon Magus; 3 but I fear from the well known zcal of 


pag. EH 


your 


L 39 


your champion, let a perſon but make a declat ation, that 


he believes in Chrift, and deſires to be di ipped, he would 
ſoon go with him, as an excellent Chriſtian into the water, 


to do it: Is there not too great reaſon to ſay, that « de- 
fire to be overwhelmed in water, is the cleareſt proof in 
the world with ſome, of a perſon's mectneſs for the church 
and table of Chriſt? But I would hope Dr. Gill goes 
farther, with reſpect to his People's guaizfications and meet= 
On this point T 
cannot but conclude, that as believing parents have 
ſtrong encouragement, from the covenant of God and 
his gracious promiſe (which we ſhall ſoon ſee extends 
to them and their infant ſeed) to devote» their children ta 
God in Baptiſm ; ſo Miniſters have hence greater encu. 
ragement, and ſtronger foundation to baptize, and receive 
them into God's viſib! e church, than to baptize and re- 
ceive any, on their own bare 2 Nen, who may Leu, 


neſs for the kingdo om of God above: 


and impoſe upon them, 


But this lends me to rank.” that your mar 0 war _ 
that bids defiance fo often to te whole world, is alſo a 
man of wit; Tis abſurd to ſend us to the old teſt, for 1 
da command to obſerve a new teſt-ordinance, 'tis a gros 
s abſurdity to ſend us ſo far back as to the 17th chapter 
of Genefis, for a warrant for the ordinance of Baptiſm, 

© we might as well be ſent to the firſt chapter of that 
who ever referred bim, or any 


"BP Book oY 5 But, Sir, w 
other perſon, to the 17th chap. of Geneſis, to prove in- 


fant Baptiſm? Yourſelf acknowledged, you remembered 
none; and confident he could not produce one of the 
Jeaſt note, I aſked him, whether this was not a wilful 
miſrepreſentation ? And it fully appears to be ſo, for i in 
bis anſwer, to prove my ignorance of the controverſy, 
or rather his own bl! indneſs, or want of Judgment 3 he 
and produces 

a quotation from that Gentleman's unanſwerable perfor- 
mance +; a quetation, which none but one whoſe ſight 
and reaſon were very near extinguiſhed by bigotry, and - 
fo could not diſtinguiſh, between infant Baptiſm, and the 
covenant, 


fays, << the very laſt writer on the ſubject,” 


_ right of infants to the initiating ſeal of God's 
could ever have be 13 directly proves, wha at I 
* Semen, pig. tt, T Biete EE | 

| had 
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T4) 
had before told him, was as clear as the ſun ſhining at 
noon day; that God's covenant with Abraham included 
infants, that they were thereby ordered to have a ſign, 
the token of his peculiar regard put upon them, and to 
be ever after conſidered, and treated as members of his 
church. That this covenant was of grace, not of works, 
that it had not merely temporal, but chiefly ſpiritual pro- 
miſes and bleflings annexed to it, is moſt evident; as 
alſo that it includes children with their parents; I wil: 
” eſtabliſh my covenant between me and thee, and thy feed after 
Thee, in their generations for an everlaſling covenant ; to be 4 
Cod unto thee, and to thy ſeed after thee, and 1 will give unte 
thee and to thy ſeed after thee, the land of Canaan fir an 
_ everlaſting poſſeſſion, and I will be their God *. Though 
the land of Canaan is included in this covenant, yet no- 
thing can be plainer, than that the bleſſings of grace and 
ſalvation, and of eternal life in heaven, typified by the | 
land of Canaan, are included and chiefly intended in that 
comprehenſive promiſe, I vill be ther Ged. Doth not 
the promiſe imply an intereſt in all that God hath, and 
is, ſo far as is neceſſary to the happineſs of a creature ? 
From the genuine ſenſe of the various places where the 
phraſe occurs afterward in Scripture, God being cur God, 
it muſt include grace and glory: Our Savior proved, that | 
the Covenant was of grace, and that its bleflings reached 
to eternity, when he ſilenced the Sadducces with, / am 
the God of Abraham, &c. God is not the God of the deaa 
. but of the vin +: Beſides, Sir, doth not the Apoſtle 
ſay, that 7. Tefus Chriſt was a Miniſter of the circumciſion far 
_ tbe truth of Ge, to confir n the promiſes made to the fathers, 
and that the Geniiles night glorify God for his mercy t! Now 
who were the fathers, to whom the promiſes were 
made, but the Patiiarchs Abraham, Iſaac aud Jacob? And 
what were theſ- promiſes, but that God weuld be their Gad, 
and the God of their ſeed, and that all nations ſhould be bleſſed 
in the Miah, that ſhould ſpring from Abraham. Surely | 
the Doctor will not ſay, Chrift came to confirm the ten- 
poral and carnal promiſes made to the natural jecd of 


Abraham; for within forty years after his death, Canaan 


8 to be their iaheritance, | But What necd | dwell : 


8 Gabel xvii. 7. 8. 5 Matt. xxii, 42 
i Romens, xv. 9. F 


1 


on this, St. Paul in the fourth chapter of the Romans, 
and the third of the CGaatians, hath to a de; monſiration, 
proved that the Covenant made- with Abraham was a 
bir? tual one, and the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings that 
were included in it, were 9i/ibly ſealed to Hi and his ſeed, 
by circumciiion; and if we be Chriſt's, ' then are we Abra- 
 ham's feed, and heirs accorvins to the fr miſe *, "IF an Apoſ- 
tle may be believed, the Cov cnant was of grace, a ſpiri- 
tual, and ev erlaſfling one, otherwiſe the diſpenſation by 
Moſes muſt have ſuperceded it ; but is not his language, 
this 1 fay, the Covenant 7 hat was confirmed brfore of God in 
Chriſt ; the Iaw which Twas four hundred and thirty years 
after, cannot di Jan, that it ſhould make the promiſe of no _ 
effect t: So that 'tis not impertinently nor without rea- 
ſon, you ſce, the Doctor 7s 2 red to the ſeventeenth 
chapter of Geneſis; not for a pre of infant Baptiſm, but 
for a proc, of Ged's taking children into Covenant with him, 
and ordering a vile loten or ſign of it to be ſet upon 
| them, for the comfort of their Far ents. Now, Sir, ſee- 
ing the Covenant of God is everlaſting, and his promiſe 
to believers and their ſeed ſtandeth ſure; ; as the great 
bleſling of Abraham was, that his children ſhould be 


taken into the divine Covenant together with himſelf, 


: hat they ſhould have God for their God, and have this 7 
_ promiſe ſealed to them by a divine ceremony; ; how comes 
it to paſs, that the children of Abraham's ſpiritual ſeed are 
excluded the Covenant, and muſt be deprived of the feal ? 


Is it not very {trange, that «2 #þ;/le ſhould ſay, The bleſ- 
ing of Abraham muſt come on the Genties ; and that, Chrift 
came to confirm the promi. 's made to Airal am, that the Gen- 
tiles might glorify God if ſo great a furt of this bleſſing, 


and the contents of the promiſes, were wicheld from the 

' Gentile church. Is it not ſtranger ſtill, that children ſhould 
be included in the ent of grace, and ordered to be 
taken into God's viſible church, und be continued in fn 
near two thouſand years ; and. at the coming of Chriſt RE 
deprived of their fhare of ſpat ritual bromijes and privileves, 
be caſt out of God's church, be 4 ned the viſible ſign and . 
pledge of their relation to God, and be treated as Sebi ans 


and Barbarians. Really, dir, tis incredible to think, 


that children ſhould ſtand in 2 viſit e relatio on to Ga; 8 


L Gate ati ians, Hi. 29. 
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( 42] 
under the law given by Moſes ; and when grace and truth 
came by Jeſus Chriſt, by his Go/pc? of peace (which is 
every where repreſe ented as increaſing the privileges and 
bleſſings of mankind, and conferring greater benefits on 
the people of God, than they enjoyed under Jpdaiſm) 
they ſhould be cut off, and deprived of the bleſſing: 
What think you, a jew would have ſaid, if he found 
that his believin 8 in Chriſt v ould exclude his childten 
from the church of God, and me en they enjoyed 


inder the fev. . e n *; and what think you, 
His children would haue thought. of fC h iſt and chriſtianity, 


if as ſoon 2s their parent 1 became a Chriſtian, _ were | 
x . 7 
111 


deprived Of a VL, 40 be Yeigal 1.997 70 ed, % bh; 15 . Hurch? Tell : 
it not at Cath; 21% of 6 18 7/10 Vetus, left the cir- 
cumciſed Hou 1 17 ti! 3 {1 „1 More abundantly hardened | 


in their Pretudices And . againſt Chriſt and his 


F have ſaid, js ht © q; ZH were membe rs of God's viſible 


rel Gr eat iro:iForſand Yea 55 that is from Abraham to 
Chriſt; but 1 Ii it have faid for above four thouſand gears; i 
yen I may add us every Covenant God made with men, 
incinded children: Lis moſt evident that the Covenant 

made with Alam, include his children, and that they 


wee intereſted in it; elſe how came fachneſs and death on 
nis offspring, even „ n ten who lin not actually, as 
is had Gone +* ** 17 £35 ls > alſo that with Noah * 3 that with . 
Thraham ; thai dvrich A0 ſes ard the Iſraelites ; that with 
the Tribe Levi, &c, *: Children were ever eſteemed 
in their . one With heir parents, and treated ac- 
5 cording y. But as chillen were real members of God's 
TOP rch from the beglnneng ; io when the viſible church 
| to be more conſpicugus, in the days of Abraham 
CINCH, e; n was appointed to him and his children, as a 


bad, ge of diſtincklon, kn the re elt of the ward, and by 


© 2 Tis plain {rot aan x3. 2 0 the e Jews, 
Oo pk cher Chlaten had u a right 8 40 enter with them into the LL 
church ot Col mo 85 Were 7 2 r ſubjects: of it, Ee, iſe ey would : 
nt have cilpated: avout” th. al cut meiſioen | 
+ Roman, v. eg + 4 Gen, vi. 18, and ix, 8, 9 
l Gen. XVII. 7 


| : Deut. ix. 105 $58 12. 
. * * Nutb. ! 111. 2, 75 75 | 


[43] 


it they were received into the ah of Cod; id Si 


that time to the coming of the MeMah, this was the 
initialing ondinamce into the viſible church; he the Lord. 
of all, changed the rite, and appointed one neither pain- 


ful nor grievous, Bapltiſ, in its room. Now, Sir; ſceing 
there is not a Covenant mentie my 0 in Sc ipture as between 


God and men, in which children were not included; 
ſceing children were members of God's 5 vide church 
from the beginning (for in Adam's family the viſible church 


: began), ſee ing that for 7 thoufund years they were re- 


ceived into it by a be fon, or external rite, by God's . 
praſs command (WhO would have * m marked. for his pro- 
perty, and at ſeveral times ci aime ere as his) feeing; 


that the Fowihh church, and the Cir: tan, are not © diffe- 


rent churches, but ze And the ſam? bur rh of Gad, under 
different adminiſtrations and ordinances; ſceing that cir- 


cumciſion and Baptiſm are feats of the func Conant, and 


uppointed for the ſame 1ſt and end; why Ihould not the 
members of God's viſible chu rch, on of the ſame ſub- 
jects face Chriſt, as before him; why ſhould not the pri- 
vileges of the members, parents 908 their children be the 
fame? W] Ty ſhould not thilaren of f Chriſtians have an equal 
5 Hae to the ſame promiſes, and to the new and outward _ 
ſeal of them; as the children of " Abrahamand of Traci had 
3 ws them, and to the old ſeal 7 Or, ſince neith er God nor 


Chriſt have reveted their privilezes and right ; why ſhould 
nen cut them off, declare they are not intereſted in tha 


Covenant of grace, and refule to adminiſter that rite to 
them, by which only their viſible relation to God, and Aike 
1inction from the. reſt ef mankind is manifeſted, and | wy FA 


, which alone they can be recei: ved 1 into his ch. arch. 


| You 1 me to br what the Doctor bach aid 
on this head, "tis an abſurdity of abſurdities to affrm. 
& tha at Bantiſm comes in the room of ' circumeifion, ſince 
„ Baptiſm was in force, and uſe, Ang before eircumciſion 
„ was avolitned circumciſion Was nat aboliſhed till the 
death of Ch. it, but Baptiſm was adminiſtered many 


ce years before, to multitudes by John, and by the order 
4 of Chriſt, and by his Apoſtles. Now where is the good 
<« {>nſe of ſaying one thing ſuccecds another, when the 
0 one ſaid to luccess, was in ule and torcc bang Before 
5 6 2 3 „ 0 che 


_ How could the Doctor nv: 


ee ther it can be ſaid to be the cuſtum of the Jewiſh 
„ miniſters to baptize parents and their children | 

he lays, de ſurely, it cannot be laid 557 but his chief 
_eracles, the 7ewifh Rovers, tell him they did; and ſo have 
_ perſons infinitely better verſed in Hebrew antiquities, than 
he can Preten. to; the 
mult certain! 'y ſrighten him; Dr. Lightfoot, Dr. Whitby, 

the great Seiden, Buxtorff, Grotius, Kc. not to ſay his 
oven great Apoſtle Dr. Gale |, The Gentiles were al- 
ways conſidcred an ſtiled by the Jews, unclean; and as 
walhings were appointed under the law, as a means of 


hes 1.44) 1 9 5 
& the other ceaſed *.” Facellent logician and chronologer - 5 
J hope the D. D. had not his diploma for his ſkill in chro- 
nology, unleſs he calls three years, many, From the be- 


ginning of John's miniſtry to the death of Chriſt, at the 


greateſt extent was but five years, and from that of the 
Apoſtles but three Long before, many years ind. But 


doth the Dr. think, that the multitudes baptized by John 
were Chriſtians; or did John's Baptiſm initiate perſons and 
bring them into the church of Chriſt? I hope he is not 
ſo weak to think it, for how was it then, that e number 
F the Diſciples and their names (even after the aſcenſion 


of Chriſt) ſhould be only about one bindred and toe . 


But why doth your champion boalt of many, or three years ? 


As i in. {ome places he- quotes MAaliionides, we. may hope, ü 


he hath read that writer, either in Hare or Latin; if he 
hath, that author and other cabaliſtical and talmudical 
Writers (his favourite companions) inform him, that Bap- 
Iiſin was adminiſtered, matiy centuries of years before John 
| Baptiſt was born; and that by this external rite, . the 


Jews received their Proſet 1 Sz nen, Women and children. 
9 10 artfuliy queſtion, “ whe- 


mention of them as his opponents 


purification irom their own legal uncleanneſs, and they 
were told, one ordinance, one law and one manner Hall be 


Wl 0¹ and for the flra: gel that fa journeth with you $; no 


order they received them 1 into their church Ops the puri- | 


. Sermon, "OC + As, I, 15. 
4 Sermon, pag. 15. Now. : Ds | 
|| © It mutt be acknowledged that the Jews do generally alert 7 


ee theſe things.” e vol. . Page 218. 
5 Numb. xv. 171 16. 


fying 


yea 


97 ; 


tying rite Baptiſu, * 28 well as by circumc n n; and no 
man of learning and honeſty can deny, but that when the 
Gentile proſelytes of righteouſneſs, were received into 


the Jewiſh church, all their children were incorpora ated with. 


them, and became of the houſhold of God, Now, Sir, 


as our Lord adopted this rite of f waſhing, Or Bopti Mn, for 
initiating members into his church; is it not reaſonable _ 
to üben he would have it apf lied" to the fame ſub-_ 
jects, parents and ther chidren 5 as was the cuſtom of the 
Jews for centuries before? Or if he had intended to ex- 
clude children; would he not have given a prohibition, that 
his Apoſtles might not have acted l to the cm. 
mn uſage of the Jews, and the church of God. in paſt 


ages; you muſt excuſe me, if I ſay, he certainly would + 


But did he in his great commiſſion to them, Matt. xxviii. 
19 By no means, but moſt evidently included children; 


Without demurring on the antecedent, and relative, A0 
4 Wee of gender, in their Som n (like the Doc- 


tor, * which a mere novice in Greek knows are not un- 
common) they could underſtand it no other way, than to 
buaptize the parents, that through their preaching ebene 
the faith of Chriſt, and all their children with them; as 
was the uſage at that and in former times under a more 8 
rigorous diſpenſation, ! receiving parents and their children 
into the church of God, by baptiſm and circumciſion ; - 
Suppoſe our Lord, Sir, had not changed the rite, but 
ordered his Diſciples: to go, diſciple all natimns, circumci= 
fing them in the name of the Father, &c. Would they not 
| have thought themſelves directed, to circumciſe the children 5 
of Chriſtian proſelytes or . as well as the parents, 
if not every male of the ' family - ” But the vcry werds of the 
Apoſtles commiſſion, include infants ; and as they muſt 
have concluded themſelves ordered, to admit children py 
with their parents into God's viſible church; had the 
word been circumciſe, inſtead of baptize ; why ſhould not. 
we ſuppoſe them directed, to bapiize children? Eſpecially 
as the great deſign and end of the ordinances of CICcums _ 
Ciſion and baptiſm, are the fame; the abſciſſion of fleſh _ 
in one, and the application of water in the other, both _ 
repreſent v men s corruption and deflement, and the ne- 


* Sermon, pa 8 I 8 


comin f 
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ceffity of their being cleanfed, and purified. from gechly 
and ſinful princi iples; and the Doctor himſelf acknow- 
ledzes, that one was the imitating ordinance into the 
church of God before Chriſt; and that Baptiſm is ap 
Fr ed for the fame end, under the Goſpel diſpenſation 3 : 
and yet ene dith not fucceed another. Pray advife him % 
Trad, or be 2 {iitle more conſiftent; if ke would but 
ſeriouſly and free of prejudice read Col. ii, 11, 12. he. 
would never more afſert, that Baptiſm came not in ther oon 
of circumciſion; but declare it to be 2 grofs abſurdity, 
o deny it did not: For the Apoft! e's argument, accord 
3138 10 comman” ſenſe, is, that as Baptiſm repreſents and 
ſeals the ſame bleflings, as did circumeifion, therefore it 
was needleſs for Chriſtians to be partakers of circumei- 
fon, eſpecially as Chriſt's circumcifion had put an end 
to that ceremony, and they were bapti 0d into kim, and 
one v ith him. Well, Sir, fince it is fu 5 proved, that 
children were always members of God's vitble church; 
and received into it by ctrcumciſian, and OY Bag ., 
li their parents were prof, yted Gentiles) ſince tis plain, 
the Apoſeles comm.: ſan included children; and ae, ord 
did not order them to deviate from the practice of the 
church in the uſe of that rite, as to the ſubjefts ; Knee: - 
children were never ns out of the Cebenant of Cod, or 
rejected by Chriſt, as : zinproper ſubjects of his church (of 
which there is not a ſhadow in all the facred records 3). 
and tince Haptiſꝶm moſt evidently ſucceeds C:ircumec on, for 
zs without the laſt, nene could be members of the church 
of God, in former ages, ſo ſince Chriſt, who aboliſted 
etremmciſſon, none can ſtand in a viſible relation to God, 
or de members of his church, but I) Baptiſin, who dares 
\ forbid water to children, that they 0 be baptizee, 
and fo under hig gre cin, as Well 25 921 the gat dif- 
Rater? be 2 ; feed wnf g and actually dds to their 
Err EE PO a2 es 


| But, Sir, che text 2 Cor vii. 14. if there were no mare 


nin the New Teftaraent, is a ſufficient authority, for Mi- 
niſters to receive children into their Lord's church by 


Baptiſm; you muſt indulge me in fayi ing, T-gever yet 
 faw or heard any tolerable C3 xplanation of this paſſage 
x = by an FE JOU. W rechen; elje TW A Jour children 
| | 7 | uuclean, 


47 ] 


unc lan, but now they are Holy In what ſenſe were the 
1 — 
2 ? 


children of e more "dolly than thoſe of Pagans 


Surely, the marriages of heathen; were as lawful as thoſe 


of chriſtians, wy hat ir children born in wedin 


timate ; what other GEAIoN can there be, or could 


c 
the Apoſtle mean, by uncican and holy; than ther 
children of infidel an 1-idolation 18 cent? 
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N - "Py * } V2 1 * 4 > FR * We 7 ; . | 5 2 
covenant relation to ny Fah, afid had NG YISUE TO TE Pris 
3 of & 1 des 
5 = 5 — ? 7 2 ? a4 3 4, to; f — by __ pr ry ” 4 
vileges of his church; dür the children of chriſtian pa- 
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proceeding from them, were hoh; (net merely law! 
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* * LP E 
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Were not to De 2Cc zunted 28 wks CENTER 7 ericlen; ? 
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x ” ; | 7 3 4 — . | 28 1. 8 
tiles, but were to be (eparated. from them, co be counted 


— JET : 
: 
* 8 3 — — 
92 9 I} N. 333 7. 4 — 
Among the people QI © 5d, and let apart 0 11171, * 88 
7 ö — ” ” "i es 3 & I. p 5 N 1 WY 3 15 
2 NK ating eraemance end feat. Huppoſe, Sir, it had been 
laid 8 che 1e. 28 (nat Shane One Darent Lent ld | > 
8 : 7 4 22 n > I 583 $44 rn 1 44 
: A, - | a>» > & 4 1 * £2 x. 5 — 1 * 8 0 | ? * , 
cle n, OT A Cl, dert it IDE other was a eo, their 
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R 27 1 . ; CE 
children would be Holy ; would not every one among 
i I oo 12 * , j * . — 23 7 . * * 8885 
| them, Immediately TVS undermogd wnat VERS meant 
. -h 2 by — 2 LK 4 42 22 L 79 | (erg 92 IT ? 5p 5 4. l 
Ut Cre 7 z Ven chat the chliidren were 0 CUullar by Telate 


N "us ＋. A > > ] 1 £- Ton, | <4 _ 5 3 
10 God, to be coniidered as the nature] fee dM Of Abraham 
| 72 8 Tho av A — - c 'T * | ; c 
the fame, as if both parents were Jews; that. bence 


they had a right to 2 the congr 


IJ = 5 
| 1 9 d che . WW 4 E. CE <.; * bs 4 2 7 *. IIS g A 3 : 75 4 1 IT 
Lord, and chey ud accordingly have circumciſed 


ds 


| S 
7 ? : 2 g © oY 17 S 7... 
them; tis evident, _ As: le Bau underſtood the Holy 


SGhoſt to mean this, an pd. hence he toais Fim thy. in 
7 g of his mother, and circumciſed him*. In connec- 


tion with this text, j may cite another of the ſame pur- 


port, Rom. xi. 16, 17. It not only Pro was that the 


. 


Jewiſh and Chriſtian Paten Is one and Ls e fat me 5 and 


1 2 


conſequently, the member's, and the privileges 76 the mem- 


Vers ſhould be the ſame ; or at leaſt, not pe curtailed un- 


der the goſpel diſpenſation; but, "oO 1n/1rates the right, 


that children of chriſtian parents 1 aches of the bely 7 


i 11185 
root, have to admiſſion into the 1 Hon 8 F God: Surely 


if believing gentiles are grafted into Th > ae ch of God, 


inſtead of the unbelieving Jews and their ſeed, who are 
br fted in with _ 


broken off; their children ought to be g 
= them ; ele the Ow _ he had 
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Which was booed to them under the goſpel diſpenſation, 
though believers, and to believing gentiles alſo; but the 
Apoſtle's ſtiling the or: enches, or children, holy: is a de- 

monſtration, that they ſtand in as vi/ible relation to God 
as ever, and have a right to the token or pledge: And doth 
he not in the 24 ver. of the ſame chapter ſay, that the 

_ natural ranches, the Jews, Joall again be grafted into their 
ron olive ti ev, the church of Gd; now think you, that 

| their childien will not be grafted, or entered with tbem? 
doubtleſs thy witl, Conſider what the Prophet ſays, with 
reſpect to this happy cvent: J heir hi/4rin alſo ſball be as 

eforetime, and their cengregaiian ſhalt be eftabliſhed beſere me, 
and ye bal be my people, and 1 will be your G Now 

Sir, if the childten of chriſlians are a8 20%, as thoſe of 
the 7 Jetos; f they. are declared by 7nſþ1ra!iom to be ſo, 

landing in a peculiar Vieille relation to Cd; and if the 

children of the Jews are to be grafted in again to the 


Church together with their p: rente; What reals an 


be aligned, why the children oJ deli. ving genules, 
mould not by baptif , be gratied in with their parents, 
to that church, Which for aboue 40c0 wears. Ne 8 re- 
cCeived and cmbraced them, and never „ eccled hem. I 
cannot but cry out, Ub Prejudice, 0⁰ Bigerrp 55 me 770 Mind : 
are jour Votdites T TN 


You member, the D Docor's p paraphraC 2 in his = rmon 
on Luke xvili. 16. or Matt. xix. 14. (21 vich ne pleaſes) 
and how much that text grappled him; and that with all 
his n he 5 not, and carat but ſay, it clearly 
Proves the Redcemer's love to infants, and his readineſs to 
receive and bleſs them. And real ly, Sir, thoſe whom he 
took up in 113 ams and bleſſed or that are capable of 
divine bleſffing, 1 med be afraid to caſt- out of his 
e and alert t ey have no right, to be received into 
You know I due tion'd whether ſomething * Vin, did 
55 tell him, while be was wreſting the words; that 
they proved, children were as deur to God, under the 
chriſtian, as under the Abrabamic, and 17: faic dijpenſations, : 
and that they were real members of the church of Chriſt: 


Our Lord's words are, of ſuch is the kingdom of Heaven; 


F 


5 ics 


tn) 


which you grant, ſigniſies ſometimes the kingdom 5 
church of Chriſt here, and in ſome places, the king- _ 
dom of glory above; the Doctor may take which ſenſe 


he pleaſes; if the former, they are expreſly declared by 


the great head of the Church himſelf, real ſubjects of his 
kingdom among men; if he prefers the latter ſenſe, they 2 
are ex confello, partakers of the bet bleſſings God can 
beſtow on the human race above; and if ſo; pray, why. 7 
| ſhould they be excluded from part and lot, with the 
pleſſed on earth; if members of the inviſible Church, 
why not of the viſible ? I ſee you laugh at his reply, that 
e kingdom of Heaven, cannot deſign the church o ß 
„ Chriſt under the goſpel diſpenſation, becauſe *tis not 
national, but congregational, conſiſting of men “ , 
- 08 gathered out of the world by the grace of God, "and . 
who make a public profeſſion of Chriſt ; which in- 
„ fants are not e ot, and lo cannot be real ſub- 
Ou Jes of ity,” . : 


SF; "You fas; this Jones? no reply, but Pi ty for the writer; 5 I ; 
but how happened it, Sir, that the children of Fews _ 
_ proſelyted Gentiles, who were as incapable of making A- 
- public profeſſion of religion, as the infant ſced if F chrif- e 
trans; were real ſubjects of the Church of God? : EO 
leaving him to ſtudy this knotty queition, and bluſh for 
his quibble ; you deſire me to take notice of his other 
reply, or elution of the text, I was almoſt in hopes, you 


5 would have overlooked this, for the Doctor's ſake ; for 


range! though our Lord declares ttidem verbis, " that 


of infants is the kingdom of Heaven; he contrariwiſe af- 
rms in fact, they themſelves are not intended, only 0 
„ ſuch as they, ſuch who are comparable to them for 
"NE meekneſs and humility, for freedom from malice, 
ee pride and ambition 2.“ But I will rather believe his _ 
6, maſter, than him, or any man whatever ; 5 his round. and ” 
) 7 ſurve affertions, will 20 but a little way, eſpecially when = 


N * Men gathered, why had he not ſaid women alſo : Sorely 15 
N ought not to be excluded from the church of God, 
though by his expreſſion he rejects them, as rel as e . 


Rong. Gal. U, 9. Ser. p. 14. note. 4 Ibid. 
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| ſeripture 15 direct againſt him ; according to his expla- 
nation and view of Chriſt's words and conduct; had 
ſheep, lambs, or doves been brought to him, he might have 
been angry with his diſciples, for forbidding the bearers 
to come near and preſent them ; and have not only faid, 
ſuffer them to be brought, but have alſo taten them into his 2 
arms, laid his hands upon them, and bleſſed them, and then 
pronounced, that of juch as they, (who are comparable to 
them for temper, meekneſs, &c.) is the kingdom of 
Heaven: Riſum teneatis amice ! yourſelf declare, (ac- 
_ cording to a learned friend's obſervation *) that there is 


© mo juſt connection, between Chriſt's diſpleaſure at his di- 
eiples, for keepin Infants from him; and his giving as 
| the reaſon of it, that not to them, but, to grown perſons oo 


1 ſhoul d 28 die e anbaptized . leis erm. V 8 . 129 


quite different ſubjefts, his kingdom belonged. Had our 

Lord's intention and reaſon, been what Dr. Gill hath 
 afferted, he certainly might as well have taken ſheep, 
Ke. into his arms as the Children; but indeed, Sir, his 
_ embracing Infants in his arms, and bleſſing them; his 
exhorting his diſciples 20 take heed not to deſpiſe fuch little 
ones, not one of them, declaring that they have Angels to 
attend them ; and that of ſach i is the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, they are part of his church and kingdom; fully 
prove that they are beloved of God, members 2 of 577 Dſible 
Church, and ought 70 be Nemec, an treated as e, by 
all his min ters 1. 


| Here I would beg you, to give the Doctor onde fi 14. 
ly, and neceſſary alvice: If he publiſhes another edition 
of his ſermon, or any thing more en ibe ſubiect; eaution 
him, for gece; 00 's ſale, to give the apgſiles of Chriſi a little 
better. cha racter, if he doth not me; he ſays e thefe 


—_ « children might be diſcaſed, and fo brought to Chriſt 


3 Tows rod," 2 Mate, Kili 2; 10. compared with 5 
Mark 1 *, 36. 


+ Even Dr. Gale onpo fon Dr. Gill on this text x lis confellivs. 


th. t Chriſt did 27 fact intend de infants them/elves, and not 


ſuch as. they; 5 and dre es a" argument from thence to ſilence | 
; Pare: its fears concernins their chil: Arens ſafety and happi neſe, 


8 


057 3 8 
ce to be cured of their diſeaſes *.” If this was s really the 
caſe, what nne mult the Apoſtles be, to reject, and 
endeayor to put them and their tender mothers away, 
when they knew a touch of their maſter's hand, yea a 
word from his lips, would have cured them, and preſerved 15 
their lives. Knowing a little what parental affection is, 
I cannot but think, he is d:/titute of it, or bigotry forces 
him to ſay and unſay juſt to ſerve his own turn: But 
| his character of the Apoſtles, is not to be wondered at, 
ſince he plainly cenſures the wiſdom, and goodneſs, and 


moral government of God his maker; aſſerting, that 


bY children ought not to be admitted into the viſible Church, 
tilh it appears they are of the inviſible rf. But, why did: Z 

God command them to be admitted of old, and continued 
them in his viſible Church, thouſands of years? Why did 
not Adam, Noah, Abr aham, dose, the Prophets and 7ew- 


1 P1 weft argue, as Dr. Gill; and of their own head, 


vithout divine auth Gr ity, : xclude them? Truly, Sir, be⸗ 5 
cCauſe they mide/tly. reflected, that God excelled them in 
wiſdom, and well kuew who were the moſt proper ſub- 

jects of hi s own Church; and they had dee clearer 


Vierus of bis grace to their |S: hildren, and were more grate- 


ful for it. The Doctor himſelf acknowledges he neceſ- 3 
ſity of Infants being regenerated, before t they can enter 

the kingdom of glory 3 muſt he not then either damm all 
that die in childhood; ; or maintain that ſome are born 
again of the ſpirit: And if of the ſpirit, why not of er? 
7 ir they are ſanctifyed, by the Holy Ghoſt's being ſhed. 
ge Ne poured out upon them; why ſhould not water, 
Wien is but the emblem, be allo pour 4 out upon them in 
Baprijm ® ES eo ag F 


Again, Sir Joih not Acts i. 309. "connected with Gal. 
iii. 7, 16, 17 and 29 filly authorise the miniſters - 
WE. Chriſt, to receive child. 10 into his viſible Church; 
Which can on be done, by Baptiſm... All who are be- | 


lievers in Chriſt, are Abraham s ſeed , and he rs according 1 


the promiſe; and as the covenant of God »'ith Ab: aham, | 
is of grace, and 7 n full force; o the promiſe and bleſ- _ 
lings contained in it 9 855 and extend by 2 au. 


Sem. p. 13. 1 ye w.. 5. 14. note. 


thority, 
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thority, not merely to them that believe, but to their 
children; the promiſe is io you, and to your Children ; not | 
to your Children, when. grown up to adult years, and ca- 
pable of making a public profeſſion of their faith; for 
what advantage then had the Few or the Gentile believer, | 
of old; or what advantage hath the Chriſtian now, either 
parent or child, above the Ethiopian, or the Indian Sa- 
dage ? The Apoſtle? s meaning muy? be; the promiſe is to 
you, and to your Children in their infantiie late; they 
| have a right, to all the grants and privileges of the gra- 
cious covenant, God made with Abraham; and as his 
5 Children received the appointed. token and ſign of it, fo 
your ſeed are to be baptized with water, which is the 
_ chriſtian circumaſion, the appointen token and ſeal wider 


5 goſpel, and become 02/7 ole members of Chriſt's Church: 


You will bear with me, if I add; that the expoſition 


which the Doctor and others of your brethren, give of | 
thoſe paſſages 8, hardly agrees with common ſenſe ; they too 


much ſatisfy themſelves, with ſaying, that the ſenſe is 
“ not that the Pzdobaptilts give; * and: yet they w will 
7 not give us a better, one more e and . 


Von join ah FE Dot or, in opinion, cc that if 11 
oy fants are real ſubjects of the church, they mult have 
cc an equal right to I Lord's = as to Baptitm, of 
« which they are equally capable x.“ Far from it, Sir © 
Your champion will inform you, that one ordinance 
initiates into the Church; and the other Halbliſbes; was 
not Simon Magus a real ſubjef of the Church, and yet 
J believe Dr. Gill would not chuſe to fay, he had an 
equal right to the Lord's ſupper as to Baptiſm.; ; but Chil- 
dren are not ſo much excluded from the ſupper, for want. 
” of a right. fo it, Sir, as for want of a proper capacity for 
tz which cannot be juitly ſaid of them with reſpect to 
: Baptiſm. In Baptiſm, the ſubjeQs are to be wholly paſ- 
five, if the ſcripture Baptiſms under the law, (fprinkling 5 
water and blood, &c. upon the prieſts, the people, the 
book of the law, utenlils of the tabernacle, Ke.) are. 
© be our preckdents; ; and I could almoſt appeal to your- 
elf „ whether the natural idea, which the word Baps 


We germ. p. 14. note, 


17 17 
» 
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2 conveys, is not paſſive; that of water 8 being abplied 


7 the body, and not the body's being applied, or plunged 


into the water; but in the ſupper, the word 6, Cad 
requires thoſe who partake of it, to be ave; they muſt 


be of years ſufficient, to examine themſelves reſpecting 


their knowledge, faith, love, repentance and other ſp:i- 
ritual things; they are not only to tate the elements, and 
cat, and ar ink, bur muſt be capable allo, of diſcerning 
the Lord's 3 of wrd.r//anding the meaning of the chriſ= _ 
tian ſymbols, and in the exerciſe of corifitan . re- WE 


cerve them. | 


Lou ſay, 6 the Doctor hath proved, that Farth and. £ 
46 repentance are ſcripture prerequiſites to Baptiſm, and 
that on this the Coma overiy hinges.” Doth it ſor Then”... 
if any candor is left, if 18 mind is open to convittion, the 
controverſy muſt ſoon be at an end: I know the Doctor 
inſiſted much in his prosching, as he hath in his printel 
ſermon *, on the order cf wwords in ſcripture ; the Apoſtles _ 
| commiſſion, was go, teach, and having fir/? taught, then 
_ bafptize them; ſo repent and be baptized, and he that be- 
| B and is baptized; and again, the Corinthians bear- 8 
ino, Helieued, and were baptized. Alas, Sir, what a pity 
it is, ſuch ſtreſs ſhould be laid on the placing of words 5 


3 eſpecially by Dr. Gull, WhO ought to have been the 4% 


man in ihe UN e to nave done it.; F have already been i 
obliged to let 7+. H AC 4in{l Gill, . I am forced to fet-- 
"Gel acainſt * 0% N 1 what he fays, The Apoſtle 


7 


e Paul 1 in recounting the ſeveral bleſſings of divine grace 
85 — Rom. Vit, 30. Þ! aces vocation before juſtification, = 
- $£-ſomething antecedent to it, from whence it is con- 
„ cluded. th: t vocation is in order of time before juſtih=. 
cc cation: to * hich! E reply; that the order of things 1 „ 
e fre 47 ently trverted in ſcripture. The Jews have a faying | 
that there is neither nr nor laſt ! in the law, i. e. it dota _ 
60 not always obſerve to put that firſt, Which. i Fh; and 
«<< that laft 4h, Y is lajt, but 7 eg changes the order; 
cc fo that Ar ic 95 nothing 1s to be conclu: td from thence. IS 
7 A 1 as Us. iS. bei ious. in the lows and In the other 


. 10, 20. A; 8 faid Mak fa. 4 that John baprſa 5 


and preached. 


& w itings 7% 


„ 2 
ce writings of the Old Teftament, ſo it is, in the books o, 
« zhe New 7 eftament ; where it is eaſy to obſerve, that 
&« the order of the three perſons in the Trinity, is not 
always kept to *;” with other inſtances he adds. You 
ſee, Sir, he is cruſhed under the weight of his own argu- 
mentis; Jahn Gill ſays, theorder of things is frequently invert- 
ed and changed; in fſeriptur e, both in the Old and New Teſtament; 
fo that nothins  ſirietly is to be concluded from thence : And yet, 
the order of cord, is Goliah's ſtvord, ſpear, helmet, and 
coat of mail, when he marches forth for adult Baptiſm. 
Here | mig ht give over, ir the migbiy man is fallen; his 
own words have taken hold upon him; and he certainly 
is mt able to lock up; but as you exhort me 0 be tiere ful; - 
and to conſider, that more eminent, conſiſtent, and learned 
men, than he, have objected * that faith and repentance 
: © are ſcripture qualifications for Baptiſm;“ and think 
yourſelf, * that children ought not to be baptized, be- 
ec cauſe not capable of believing,” I will lift the Doctor 
up, and return him his ſword, 80 Infants are not capable 
« of believing and repenting, and therefore not to be 
* baptized, or admitted into the church of God.” But 
_ ſurely, they are as capable of thee things, and as wor thy 
to be members of the 5 burch, as the Iſraelite in- 
fants; who n:verthel:ſs, were commanded to be circum- 
ciſed; and fo became e to do the whole Iaw of God; 
and Why thereſore, ſhould not children of Chriſtian pa- 
rents be bap! ized, and fo beceme debtors, or be laid under 
ſtrong obligations, and carly 3 to obey the 
Fh s of him into whoſe holy name they are baptiz- 
ed 4: If the Doctor ſtill 55e < they are not capa- 
A ble of making a public profeſſion of their faith a: bap- 
c tiſm:“ I ruly, Sir, as good, and as long an one, as the Re- 
verend Mr. Carmichael did at his; which you well remem- | 
ber, was only a long and deep, Oh / You tetort, „ What 
se uſe is baptiſm of to children, what benefits do they 
cc receive by it?“ But may not J aſk in return, of what 
uſe was circumciſion to > Hhmael ang Efau, a andt to the Jewiſh i 


„ Gill's doi e of Juſtification. p. 70. 3 

I That children may be brought under rl gious, as 0” ] as 
civil obligations by. their parents, the word of God abundantly ; 
declares. = 
ehil- 


. 1 55 1. 

children; and what benefits did they ! Yea of 
| what uſe or benefit was Baptiſm to multitudes baptized by 
John in Jordan and at Enon; or to Simon Magus, and 
to numbers of thoſe, who have renounced their infant 

Baptiſm, and been dipped by Dr. Gill and others, at adult 
years? But notwwith Handing many who are baptized, are 
never the better for it; yet, God will have a vie church © 

In the world, and his viſible ſeal is to be ſet upon them, 

+ whom he preſcribes ; he hath declared, children to ſtand 
in a covenant relation to him, and ways treated them as 

ſuch; it is not for men then, to diſcriminate, and be wiſer 
than God ; oo as I would ſooner baptize a child, on the 
Covenant and promiſe of God, and the parent's faith, then 

an adult perſon” (who may deceive me) on his verbal pro- 

- feſſion ; ſo as the bounties of providence are ſanctificd to 
our uſe, by prayer and thankſgiving, I doubt not, the © 
ordinance of Bapriſm i 1s frequently ſenSified to the ſubject, 
as well as other divine rnſiitutions, to them that attend 

upon them. But ſhould no real benefit redound to the 
infant baptized, any more than to the adult perſon ; yet 
_ ſhould it be taken away by death, before years of diſ- 
cretion; parents have this to comfort them; that by B. 
 tifm they devoted them to God, and he viſibly os ceived 
| them into his church; the ſeal of his gracious cov: pant . 
„ of ſpiritual bleffings was ſet upon "them, and theres 
fore juſtly conclude, that he is a God in covenant to them, 
that becauſe he loved the fe thers, „ therefore bz | choſe their 
- ſeed *, and hath taken them as is hers, to dwell w ich — 
himſelf for ever, and poſſeſs an incorruptible inheritance. * 

I confeſs, Sir, it furprizes me, to hear you object againſt 2G = 
Infants Baptiſm, for their ⁊bant of faith, repentance & and 

incapacity of receiy ing any benefit by it; benefit : bey have, — 
and may receive; you acknow ledge they muſt Þ hade grace, | 

If they ever inherit glory; and have no you and the 
Doctor, read in the Mew e of « one who was 
baptized, without fart 10 and Without: nene and who. 

Was more incapable of receiving g. N al benefits by Baptiſin, 

than Dr. Gill can prete: id infents are; I was going to 
cry aut Bebald, 0s 75 r your 753 3 but I had forgot ; ; ö 5 


* be. iv. 27. 
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ever, you will ſuffer me to ſpeak to > myſelf and others 
Behold ail ye Chriſtian parents, fur your comfort and eflabliſh- | 
ment in this matter, this inſtance is nd other then Feſus the 
great head of the church! You doubtleſs are convinced, 
Sir; but 1 hear the Doctor laying, 4 will not, uateſs | 
one come from the dead,” or“ unleſs you move 1 
&« expreſs commands for infant Baptiſm,” W hy, what are 
all the texts and proofs I haue produced ; but fo many expreſs 
commands and warrants; more expreſs, than any he can 
| ſhow me, for not keeping the Jew: / fabbath, but the firſt 
day of the week; or for not 40 ſtaining from blaod and 
things ftrangled ; or / for admitting women to the Lord's 
Supper 3 or for his manner of plunging them into the water 3 © 
or for refuſing to admit children into G:d''s viſible church; or for 
caſting them out: I have ſhowed him many, and can ſhow 
him many more expreſs commands, for receiving them into the 


_ church of God, by the appointed initiating ſect; let him, 


or any other perion, ſhow me bat one text, where God blotted _ 
them out of his covenant; or Chriſt. rejected them as 


_ improper ſubjects of his church and kingdom; or where 
either refuſed to acknowledge them as theirs; I will lay : 

my hand upon my mouth, and my mouth in the duft, 
and the next week, beg the. Doctor to _ Ze me, either by 

fer inline, or dipping, which he 1 | Ss 


But, I find 5 ipture precepts will nat fatisfy Dr. Gill; 5 
he objects there is no ſcripture precedent : <1 Jy the 
hole world to give one ſingle precedent +:” what? 

The Old Te flament, and his "rabblntzal writers allo, will 
give him a thouiand precedents, of children's being re- 
ceived into the church of God; << Aye, but where is 
„ one precedent of infant Baptiſm ?” Why if children 
of Gentile Proſelytes were received into the Church of 
God, under the Moſaic diſpenſation, as it is certain they 
Were z it was by Baptiſm, as well as by circumciſion; and 
as the Goſpel of grace, that broke down the partition 
wall between Jews and Gentiles, and made both one 
cannot be ſuppoſed, (without g great ſcandal to it) to have 
cut off children from the cov cnant and church of God; 


- Provided i de ſummer. 1 Seim. page 17 7 · "a 


1 chere 
: 


N 


here was no other way of receiving them into it, (by the 155 


Apoſtles and firſt preachers of Chriſt) but by Baptiſm : 
But how, Sir, could the Doctor fo far forget himſelf, and 


act ſo gros ly inconſiſtent; as to affirm there was no prece- 

_ vent for infant Baptiſm in the word of God, and what 
is fill worſe, with ſo much aſſurance, 40% the whole 
world to give a ſingle precedent 3 and within a few pages BY 

nis defiance, he gives one himelf: „ The Ifraclites were 

*© baptized in the cloud and in the ſea, and with great 
«6 propriety may it be called a Baptiſm, as that is, by im- 
4 merſion *.“ Amore unfortunate inſtance for immerſion, 

1 pro. ved he could not have produced 4; but pray, Sir, 

be genden; were not the children of the Iſraelites, bap- 
lied at this lime, as well as the parents; or was there 
ad nother miracle wrought to prevent it? You cry, forget- 
VFiul inconſiſtent Doctor! Come, this is one ſcripture inſtance, 
or precedent ; and notwithſtanding your ilful advocate's 
judicious reaſonings upon them; I believe the houfholds 

_ baptized by St. Pa ul, will produce ſome + more; at leaſt will 
probe, that the Apoſtles acted, as the Jews did under the 
law; as the faith of the parents, or head, entitled the 5 
children and houſhela to circumciſion, ſo likewiſe to lap. _ 


1 285 ane they had 1 it." 


"Ya e how the Doster in | preaching, pre wn 
x dined of the unfairneſs of the Pædobaptiſts; in putting 15 
him and his brethren, to prove there were no children in 

the ſcripture houſholds; and at laſt, how he vaunted, 
that he was capable of proving this negative l. I liſtened 
with great RON for the prof, but heard none, but 
Lare affertion : As to the jailor's family indeed, | obſerved 
to you, he 1 550 there were no children chere, becauſe it 
is ſaid, be believed in God with all his houſe : He hath now _ 
=; added, « He that can find any other in his houſe, be- 
* ſides all that were in it, muſt be reckoned a very ſa- 
9 gacious $ perſon . You mulls. Sir, Nur with mes. 5 


* Sermon, page 185 6 Letter IT. page 26. | 

+ Sermon, page 10. But 1 e ks could have proved thets 2 
* ere no children in the houſholds; it is moſt evident irom an 8 
eure, had there been any, chey would have been daptined,.. 
4 Sermon, Page 17 5 | 
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that Fobu Gill himſelf is that very ſugacious perſin : Should 


you, or any other perſon, not jult of his ſupra ſize, ſay, _ 


that Chri/t died for all men *; taſted death for every man t; 
gave himſelf a ranſort for allt; and that, God would have all 
men to be ſaved, &c. be would certainly with a feveryb 
fervar of ſpirit, affirm, that all in thele paſſages, and that 
emphatical phraſe every man, did not mean or include all, 
but Arenuoufly inſiſ d on it, that there were thouſands if not 
millions excepted. Fell Loctor ſagacious, to remember 
his darling axiom, ** wht proves too much, proves ne- 
« thing.” Is it not eafier to reconcile the phraſeology, 
with the ſailors having children in his houſe; than it is, 


- 


" vt, 40 ſuppoſe, that every individual in it, hould have 
mew hearts, peni tent ſpirits, and ſaving faith, in the 
ame nick of time, to be battizcd all together at midmght © 
"Truly it is, and the Doctor's argument is ſo weak, that 
for once I will help him to a much better, borrowed. 
from one of his brethren: It may very much be | 
cqueſtioned, v hecher the jatior had any children, ſeeing 
ee it hath-.been obſerved, that for many years together, 
+ nt one child was born to all the jail-keepers in all 
the county of Etirx.” This is demonſtration ! but 
query; if every jailor had a river, or large pond in his 
houſe? Elſe, the inſtance of the ſcripture jallor and his 
families, being Laptzed ſiraiglitbay, in the fame hour of 
the nigit; will quite demoliſh your dipping fabric. But 
was the ſame enquiry alſo made into every Lydia's family 
through the county Suppoſe none of them had any 
children; what proof is that, there were none in the 
ſeripture Lydias? It is a pity, Dr. Gill had not follow- 
ed the example of his ingennges and warm predeceſſor 
Dr. Gale; who after faying “ it is eaſy to ſhew; that 
all thoſe who were baptized in the ſcripture families, 
ce heard the word preached, believed in Chriſt, rejoiced, 
„ ond received the Holy Ghott |,” mentioned Criſ- 
- pus, the Corinthians, and the jailor; but fairly omitted 
Lydia and her nouſhold; he wiſely judged, if he pro- 


duced it, it would make his hearers flare, if not con- 


2 Cor. v. 14. f Heb. i 9. i Tim. #6... 
„ Verleg. I Gate's Sermon, Vol. 2. page 180. 
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found him; the word of God 8 7, he Lora end her 
heart, and fhe was baptized and her hoy pelle Infidels mutt 
from. this text, ſee. the had 2 children under her root, 
and that every one of the family, heard the word preached, 
believed in Ch ii, &c. &c. and were baptized on their own 


Proſeſſiun of faith ! This is a juft cmcluſron without doubt; 
_ worthy of Dr. Gill, as well as Dr. Gale; but the beit 


excuſe for them, | think, is that they have not read the 
_ paſſage : There is not a word in ſcripture, of any of L 1 
dia's houſhold believing, or their /o much as attending, to 

the words of the Apoltles, but of hers only; and yet 


when /be believed, we are told e was adminiſtered 
oð her, and her h:uſhold; after the tame manner, you ſee, 
as the former fea! Was applied th Abrabam, and the Fer 
if bouſholds. Dr. Gill hath indeed in his printed Ser- 
mon *, afſerted, That thoſe in Lydia's houſe were 
«. brethren, W hott afterwards the Apoſtles went to fees. 


„ and whom they comforted, and fo not infants.” But 
he hath not referred us 70 the text for this; aubrlch for 
fear of being detected; but, Sir, if you will turn to Acts 


<> = Iv. JO. you will ſoon diſcover, either your champions 


Honeſiy, or judgment, as well as his reſolution ; Aud they 


dent out of the priſon, and entered into the houſe of Lydia: 


And when they had ſeen the brethren, they comforted t hem, , 


and departed. What can be plainer, than that the bre- 


thren, were the Chriflian believers of the city, and not 
Luydia's natural brethren ; beſides is it not a little won- 
derſul, that there ſhould be ſeveral brethren grown up to 
men, living in one houſe, and a Aller be the maſter of 
the houſhold? His reaſoning concerning the houſh9'd of 


|  Stephanas, you confe is futile, and ſuffer me to add, be be: 
| : neath 2 : ſehonl | vey | 


- "Fam, Hit 15 bart freely Sven vou, ſome 5 the 2 


many reaſons of my faith and practice, reſped? ing Bap- 


Lin; why I preſent my own children to God in that 
ordinance; and why I Baptize thoſe of chriſtian parents: 55 
Was writing profeſſedly to Pædo Baſiliſii; many more 
ttzhings might be offered, that would greatly te nd to 74 
Len, and  firengthen their mind; on this ſubject. Wo ou u fee. 


* Page 16. 
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we have all the reaſonable proof in the world; that as 


Chriſt accepted the faith of parents, and for it healed and 
bleſſed many of their children; ſo his Apoſtles baptized 


whole Houſbolds on the faith of the parents. If the faith, 
and profeſſion of Jews and gentile projeiites entitled all 
Their children to part and lot, in the church and heritage 


| , of God under the moſaic diſpenſai: ins; why ſfhould not . 


the fame privilege and right, appertain to the children of 


believers in Chriſt ; and if they received natural benefit from 
Chriſt, in having their maladies cured, on account of the 


faith of their parents ; why may we not ſuppole, they did, 


may, and do receive at times, ſpiritual Lenefit and bleſſings, on 
the ſame account: Really, Sir, to ſuppoſe the contrary, 
would be to ſay, God is more inclined to, and delight? 


rather in juſlice, than in mercy ; that they have ſuffered, ; 0 
and do ſuffer, on account of their firſt parents diſebedience, OT 


i is undeniable; and u :n/zances might be produced from 


ſacred and prafane hiſtory, of childrens ſuffering through, 
or being mvolved in the guilt and puniſhment of their 
parents evil dæeds*; and why ſhould they not be con- 
| fidered on the other hand as parts of prous parents, and 


| from their relation to them, be diſtinguiſbed, and bleſſed = 


V Gol and of men, under the (ar Mian, a as well as "The ne 
Penn | 3 


. ſee, Sis. WC. have ſcripture PI ls 3 precedents 


85 enough, for admitting children into Gods viſible church; and 


for conſidering and treating them as his property, and the 
members of Chriſt's kingdom ; as Dr. Gill was ſo full of 


bis 47; you remember, I defy'd him, 79 produce one 
cripture warrant, or precedent, for refuſmg children the ſeal 


and toten of God's covenant with his profeſſing people, (which 


they enjoyed near 2000 years,) or for excluding them the 


Church of God: You likewiſe remember, he provoked me 
to defy him, 1 produce one {cripture precept, or precedent 
5 delaying the Baptiſm of children of chriſtian parents, till 


grown ub; or, for baptizing adult perſons born of ſuch pa- 


: * Texts. (which are Ais ſubjects of Baptiſm, * But behold hi iy. 


Dl Dr. Gill og do well to th Gen, alt; 14. Exad; ” 
Fs „ 1 Kings xi. 12, 3. 2 Chron. xxx. * an Xlix, 11. 
Pl. xIxvii. 25 KM. - 
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in hie printed fermon, we may conclude, he is at length 
convinced 'tis againſt him; though in a late publication 


4 


Sermon and notes; my defiances are in n full for ce; he hath 8 
Not been able to produce any warrant or precedent, to turn 


againſt me, or to defend himſelf. He thinks it indeed, 


_ *© unreaſonable to expect and require Scripture precedents . 
of the Baptiſm of adult perſons, born of Chriſtian 
* parents *; yet you know, a mere novice in chronology 
would not think it fo, on the ſame account that he doth; 
* ſuch inſtances would require length of time, a courſe . 
c of years,” Bu: the ſame. oracle that fo 0. ;dly aſſerted _ 
before him, „it hath been often and fully proved to de- 
( monſiration, that the word baptive ſignifies only to dip 
s into the water ;“ informs him alſo, that ſome of 
the children of the firſt converts were at the time of 
s the Apoſtles writing his Epiſtle to the Romans, which 
. « was A co, 'faderable time after the firſt foundation, even 
_ fifteen years, members of that church :“ Now as one 
| of his moſt zealous br-thren, thought fifteen years, ſuffi- 
cCient for children to grow up and be baptized, and re- 
ceived imo the church; ſure'y ft ty years after Chrift, : 
Which you Kno is che compaſs of the new teſtament hiſtory, _ 
muft be a lennth of time, and courſe of years, ſufficient to 
furniſh man; pb” wcedents of fuch perſons,” dad that been the 
Scripture pre: ice. ES, 


As the Doctor a not + pleated; ken 5 in his: favor 
oth _ 


S 


(which I cannot at preſent animadvert on) he bath de- 


__ clared nf. Baptiſm, to be a Popijh indention and foclery: 5 
What doth this manifeſt, Sir? it ſhews- 


hin e muſt be an igneramus in chronology and eccle- 
. aiſtory, that thus aſſerts; for who knows not, 
that the fir/ Pope, or univerſal Biſhop, was Boniface III. 
in the ſeventh century Anno 606 {| ; and the Doctor him- 
ſelf muſt know, if not from his own learnin 


ing, yet from the references of his opponents; that u- 
15 gun i in the ade e; maintained that the Chris : 


but I ſpare. 


O 


1 Sermon, pag. 17. Note, = + Dr, dale Sermons, vol, Fl q 


of pag. 144. 1 lbid. pag. 203. e 
Tze title Para was not peculiar to the Piſhops of Rome, ; 

but was given to all Biſhops in the firſt centuries of the church; 

We frequently meet with Papa or Pope Cyprian, &e.: in Boni = 

; foes th third, the Fopagr begune i | 


g and read 


1 6 


tian ack had always held and akuays prafiiſed fant 
Baptijm: And in another place, ſays, „ that infants 
are to be baptized, is the authority of the univerſal 
church, without all doubt delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſ- 
e Ke, And his cotemporary Pelagius, whoſe intereſt it 
ä was, to have denied and objected againſt his opponents, 


15 the #92 practice of infant Baptiſm, by the Apoſtles and 


primitive church, declares himſelf, “ to be defamed and 
„ Jandered by ſome, in their reporting him, as denying 
© the ſacrament of Bantiſm to infants,” and adds, 

© that he never heard, 9 115! of am wif ious heretic, who world 
e ſay this concerning infants.” And *tis very remarkable, 
Bir: that in all the liſt, of what are ſtiled heretics and 
Hiereßy's, from the Apoſtles time to the eleventh century, 

you meet with zone that deny infant Baptiſm # But not 


only in the fourth, in the third e lo, there are 


proofs of it; Cyprian, and a conncil of ſrxty fix Bijhops, and 
Origen, wrote of, and pradtiſed infant Baptiſm: Yea, in 
the ſecond century, Clemens Remanus, and Jrenæus were like 
: minded, and Tuſtin Marir, alfo, who lived within 
Forty years of the Apoſtles. Inſtead of infant Baptiſm 
being a Popijh inventian, and one of their relicks, adored by 
 Pro:eftants ; an oppoſition to, and the denial of it, is 
rather to be attributed to Popiſh corrußtions and errors: 
Tertullian, whom your champion hath ſo much gloried in, 
would have the Baptiſm of infants and others, even grown 
perſons, delayed for fear of their afterwards falling into 
uin; ; but inſtead of deny ing infant Baptiſm he fully proves 
twas the practice of the church in his time (the jecond 
1 ) and inſiſts on its being performed by ſprinkling, 1 in 
caſes of neceſſity even by lay fei ſons : His notion was, that 
Baptiſm waſhed away fin, This tenet was adopted afterward 


by the Romiſb church, and I really believe, firſt led ſome 


in the eleventh century, to object againſt infant Baptiſm; 
you ſee, your great Dr. Gale ſtrenuouſly urges this no- 
tion, one uſe and end and defign of Baptiſm, was 
for the remiſſion of ſins T. It certainly doth conduce 


„We rea! indeed of Hemerobapti Rs, who every day unleſs 
: they were baptized, did not eat; nay, and unleſs they cleanſed 
wir water their beds and tables or platters, and cops and feats, 
u culd not make any ule of chem. Clem. 9 25 Conſt. Lib. 6 


fea. 6 


-.+ Gale's e wen, vol. i. bog 103. 


c to 
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4 0 ths purging; and purify; ng us from, and the remiſſion 
7 and wafhing 7 away of all ihe ſins w © hi ave committed *. 

o Unleſs they : are ſo waſned away BY Ba biilm; they wi! 't 

c remain 9 8 55 us unremitted 4 th eſe are his Very c rds, 
and a truly Popiſh tenet; and could [ believe it with all 


my heart, 1 de ſelf an advocate for Antip edobiprifima 
(unleſs in caſes of noceſk ily). 1 inould' not only + refuſe 
| ; Pant {am 40 a] til) they Were adult, but: put ng | 2 52 
Baptiſim to the laſt hour of life, and adviſe oy Friend to 
do mthe ſame ; for then we ſhould | be; pojiti zwely ſure of the 
ens as of aur , ſins 78 and een e 


5 this fatal error, which the ch 1rch. of Rome hath 


Ig US; N? 


- eſtabliſhed by laws and canons; I cannot! at attribute 


the riſe of your. fee? But what erer Was the Cauſe, tell 
Dr. Gill, it greatly concerns him to produce a dg of 
Chr iftians before the cevoninh, or any Writer of mote, before 


the ſiateentß Centur; 4 V no V 81 2 2 24 > « Fokt's baptifing x wy infants. : _ 


f Chriſtian Parer iS, and for limiting that ordinance to 5 
adult perfons: 1 5 certa inlx, 4725/7 concluſion, that if any | 
are to be charge 5 VID 4710 , 19H 8, and ki 2 an: InVentions, 5 

and with acting without | repre 17e warrant or Precedent, 718 


Dr. Gill in denying - chile dren the appointed token and ſeal 
of God's covenant with, . favor. to them, and in his 


ö excluding them the vifible church. IT they v were be 5 
out of the Covenant, and caſt out or ih church of God; 


: tis not unredſenable (as they were four thou! nd years in 
it) to demand ſome proat ae it not a clear reaſon or 
two why: Pill then, I know nat how you can help con- 


cluding \ vith De, that C20 d, 18 A Ge 1 7 72 Co vbenan 7 707 7 7 


children of Chrilt ans, as he was with th ole of the Fa- 


 trrarchs and Few; ; and p ore, his Heal v OE mig rt, 
ought, and 5 be Ls £4 then. 


1 intended to have ae up the number, zu ſet 5 


| before you t the force ot Fg ſeveral a :2uments, advanced in 


this and myformer | letters; but tha t J may not be tedious, = 


5 Wall reſerve this for ah er DENY til When . 
„ Yours, e. ; 


3 ws. eb 4% 


6 1 ; 


LETTER VI. 


| Recapitulate the chief Arguments againſt Dr. Gill, an 
| concludes with wholeſome ad: vice to him. 


81. 


F Beg leave to offer you ene | ity more, on the ſub- 


ject of Baptiſm, which according to my promiſe, ſhal! 


be as brief as poſſible; not to reinforce what hath been 
advanced againſt Hr. Gill, with any auxiliaries (though there 


are many troops at command) I ſhall only recapitulate by way 


of queſtion, ſome of the chief arguments, I haue uſed 1 in 
defence of my own belief and . ” 


Have 1 not as ee right to fall out with 2 man and _ 


vi vil fy him, becauſe his face is not like mine; as becauſe 


: his religious opt ions and 1 judgment, : are different from 
of mine! 7 


11 1 Sanne ck the 3 an 28 Ae or r if 5 
4 differ with a Chriſtian brother in a few indifferent 
things; why ſhould we not agree to differ, and yet love, 
communicate with, and behave. towards. each other as 


drethren * 2 


Why Hould 2 man Jak on "the clays of. private e 5 
ment 5 himſelf, and refuſe it to others; or for their 
uſing it, cenſure and treat them, as fools, unlearned, „ 


rent of the eriptures, and unclean 5 


12 it n for a man to complata of having what 
he hath done, and i is conſtantly doing to others, return- _ 
ed unto him again; or ſhall the illiberal, orte f N | 


pallignate ny , complain of being gently reproved : 4 


Is that man 2 a pertinent judicious preacher, whoſe . 5 
Courſe hath not the leaſt reference. to, e with, . 


19 'or foundation ! in his text? 15 


How coal the . not mean, or 1 betete che mo- 
*. law in Dr. Gill's text; and yet rather ng the 


chief branches and ſum ot it? 25 
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Why ſhould the Holy Ghoſt, and Dr. Gill's charac- 
ters of the moral law, be ſo widely different; or why 


_ ſhould the moral law be ſtiled a fiery law, grievous, the 
miniſtration of condemnation and death, &c. and yet 

the fum of it, love to God and our neighbour not de- 
ſerve, or be diſtinguiſhed with the ſame epithets f 


. What ſort of an emba ſſador mal he be, who repre- 


ſents his ſovereign as a tyrant and an Egyptian taſk- 
maſter; when the firſt words of his inſtructions, and all his 
own experience from the hour of his birth, prove him . 
i gracious and merciful! e 


Wha at muſt Chriſtians think of the ſervant that endea- 


ours to ſet aſide, what his maſter came to eſtabliſh and 

perfect; Or that would perſuade men they are not bound 
to obey, what his Lord hath Arietly enjoined. him and 

them, to fulfill to a little. 1 | 


What reaſon can bi given, or Scripture produced, for 


_ a miniſter's exalting politive inſtitutions and external rites, 
5 450095 moral precepts? 8 5 5 


Ts: it not an odd way of inſtructing men in n righteouſ- = 


5 neſs, and building them up in holineſs, to tell them 
they are not under the law, and the Goſpel hath el 


Fommands, but 1s all pfomiles: 55 


What authority iS there to fay men are zuſtißed and 


pardoned, when they continue in unbelief, and their 
8 actions prove them children of diſobedience and of wrath? 


-Tf a an  ankodly 8 as Tk, is} juſtified and ablolved ; 


ho- can the divine perſeCtions be vindicated, and the 
| word of God be true * 1 ” 4 


"How can a bells that never r ſinned, 1 yea, Ain” can 42 


5 non- e be charged with guilt or r pardoned? „ 


If men are juſtified pardoned Pr freed from 1 © 


ment from eternity, how can they be juſtified by and 
- through faith; or what occaſion is there for preaching, and 

other divine. inſtitutions, or what need have men co fear : 
1 lin, and abſtain from it! i 5 
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world be created from eternity? 


If Chriſt's commanis are not grievous, and dipping i In 

cold countries, is grievous, tending to endanger the 
chaſtity, health, and even life of his miniſters and 

people; 80 can dipping be Chriſt 8 command! 55 


Can we ſuppoſe the 0 e Jaſun inſtituted an 


ordinance for his Diſciples ſtrict obſervance, of which 


many through weak and infirm conſtitutions, &c. &c. 


cannot fafely partake, and by which many have been in- 
: Jured, FE not fallen into their long Heeg 's 


As iron ao brawny : arms, and great ſtrength - 
of body, would be necellh ry, if dipping was the only 


| lawful mode of Baptiſm ; ſhould not our Lord or 


Apoſtles have given ſome rules, for the choice of ſuch 
; perions: to > miniſter in the church! a 


| 1 walking the whole 1 body, is veceſfary to Baptiſm: 5 
hy i 18 not the body naked; or if the naked head and 
___ ſhoulders are Tuike ent, Why not the face, the N N 


= of man? 


i ' Why ſhould 3 which affe ted but: one 3 
ol the body, be ſufficient and acceptable to God, and Bap- 
tiſm the ſeal that ſucceeded it, be the reverſe, unleſs the 

Whole bod or Tather the naked face and Faments are 


| affected? ?. 


1; 1 wk conſiſtent, who cenſures Papiſts for bap- | 
tizing bells, &c. and yet divides the church and mem- 


. bers of Chriſt about We cloaths * p 


What greater virtue and efficacy, is here” in a large, 


h than in a ſmall quantity of water's being applied to the _ 
| baptized ; are they the holier that have the moſt, or doth _ 
the more water, e make the baptized n more i ner 


; and zealous © 5 


1 che purpoſe of God juſtifies men from eternity, why 
doth it not glorify them oy or why ſhould not the 


11S 
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Why ſhould men make alterations in, and devinee 


from one poſitive and ſolemn ordinance, more than 
another * 


Why ſhould the leaſt quantity of bread and wine be : 
ſufficient and effectual in the Lord's Supper, but a 1 
PRO of water or a River be eſſential to Baptiſm ? „ 


How can any man maintain that Berge ignifies 

only to dip, when all the learned, and the word of God, 
tell him it alſo henines to wail, to pour water upon, 
and to e 85 „ 


Why ſhould men inſiſt, on he Iraclites being bel 
in the cloud and in the fea as a proof of Baptiſm by im- 
merſion, when the Egyptians were the perſons immerſed 
in the ſea, and the Iſraclites were only ſprinkled from the 


Cloud, and with the ſpray of the WAVES AS >: they palled 
Fe through the channel on ory ground: 


"Were the Spollled bapt red with l or with fe, 
as of wind 3 Or r really with the Holy e 1 . 5 


= it is thought Tulcient s to hr the ſpirit por ured out, 
| ind the blood of Chriſt ſprinkled, upon us, for the pu- 
rification of the conſcience and 2 of the foul; 


way is not the ſprinkling of water in Bapt cfm ſulicient 
for the body, wirbent being dipped alt over? 


W "M ſhould the Scripto res decla re the ſever al Prink- 


lings under the law, were Ba iptiſms ; or ſtie thoſe per- - 


ſons baptized, whole kands only were wathe . if the 


Whole body's being dipped, was eſſential to Baptiſm; 5 


mY 


or how could our Lord = Ibis. Apoſtle 5 that the y were as 
clean, when their feet only Wer: 2 waſned,” as if then 


5 whole body had been { ſo? 


Why would men ED uch treſs ot n going into the 
- water; and coming out of it, wok the G reek words es 

and ex as properly ſignify to, and from, and eſpe cially when 
it forces them to find eaves in mou ntains, and! in men 8 


bodies ior Chriſt to 80 into? 


* 2 What 


[68] 


What greater repreſentation of a "EY 18 there, in a 


man's going voluntarily into the water, and then join- 
ing with another, to put the other half of his body 


under water, for a moment or two, than in water being 
poured on him; or when a dead body is buried, is it by 


earth being poured i in upon it, or like adult dipping ; of - 


3 


5 are all that are dipped, acwally buried WR N : 


N If gcripture ile are to 3 any weight, why 
5 ſhould one that is forced, be Preferred t to three natural” 


1 obvious ones. 


+3 In is reaſonab let to oppoſe the Furuch was Jipt alle Wer 
- 4 in the midit of his journey 3 z or the jailor 705 his houſ- 
hold, who were baptized at midn tight; - the three 
_ thouſand men and women that Were "baptized in Jeru- . 
fſalem, who muſt then go home through the firects in 


424 


ſad plight; or the multitudes that were. baptized pro- 
milcuouſly by John a t Jordan and Enon, who all muſt 
have cl anges of raime 815 or mul b t Hand and t tran & 111 wet 


--.cloaths ?.. 


As Baptiſm. o the emble m of regeneration, in which 
the ſubjects, are according t > Dr. Gill wholiv pative 
way fl. ou! 4 


ſprinkled, but not w „hen dipped? 


Why thovld Anti do ptiſts i in E and” lay 
9 


/ 


 tkireſs on di PPIDg: : than their brethren in Ho tend who 


many of them admin! 
: the ſubject 25 


0 If the Jewiſh "and the Ch briſtia n churches 8, are but . 


one and the ſame Church of God, under different ad- 
minittr rations and ordin: nces, why. ihould . not the 


: Privi! Cues be equally | 87 L ended is r darents 55 and bh on 


Children ? N 


1 could the Free ing cf Abe 1AM come bon the 
| Gentiles, if their children are not included in the co- 
yenant and Church of Cod, ond are depri: 


$4 4 


5 
Ted ot the 
ical f ” _ 


they. not in the. ot hers ** ich they: aro W hem. 


ay "Ercater 3 


er Paptil Im by pouring water on 
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children ſhould de circumcited, if chey 55 not eſteem | - 
them proper ſubjects of Chr it's church ? he Fo | ft 


when the Apoſtles hay 


e 1 
Why ſhould the original ſeal and token of God's co- 


venant with his peo ople, by which their children were ad- 
mitted into his church, be applied to them by divine 
command two thouſand years; and when a more gracious 
and extenſive diſpenſation took place, the ſeal be refuſed 


them by men, without any ſcripture. Warranty + or the 
"Ow: revocation of the privilege: . 5 


Why mould infants be Bl out of the viſible habe; . 


: witho bo a poſitive expreſs command; + A$ they u Were taken 
N 1 | T 


Why tho! 83 not God be a God in covenant with the . 


Children of Chriſtians, as well as with thoſe of the Pay - 
| Sn and Jews? | | 


Ir ds a en he viſible church, are 


10 fot the privileges of. the Chriſt tian diſpenſation, leſs than 
| thoſe of the moſaic? qo | 


Can it be appel, that the believing ee would 


"ki ſo readily embraced the Goſpel, if their children . 
muſt not have entered the chu 


hurch with them, but be 


-Jooked + on a and treated as the children of unbaptized Wh 5 
5 Hdcls 7 | 


why 33 the -believi ng Jews s diſpute, whether their 


Why thould the ch Han of believing parents: hs tre eat 


ed as unclean Gentil 55 Randing in no relation to Gd; 


pronounced them Holy, and de⸗ 8 
clared that the promi 9g not of the temporal dee 


| but of the COVen: ant of Grace ext end. to chem! £ 


Why ſhould children be . 5 the en and 
fſeal, When they are acknowledged capable of poſleting | 
- the "Re; fign! hed and leaied, ſpiritual bleſſings? 


Why would it be thodghe that Baptifus: did not FORE, 
-.ceed. circumciſion, one being the initiating ordinance 
0 into the churc! h of God before Chriſt, and the ot 


E 


Me 


fants now, as circumcifion was of oid.* 


Os [ 7e | 
pointed for that end. by, and ſince Cheifts or why 
mould not Bapti Ulm de app lied to the fame ſubjects, in- 


Ty 
- 


Why {i bould fa aith and repentance be made pre-rec equi- 
fices for B-pyiim, or iniviating perfons into God's NN 
church, any more under one Er foenfation than another? 

or wit are not the cnduren of chi iſtiatt parents, as « proper 


WE: 


members of the Church, as the ch ide In of Je rs and 


Proſelyted ; 2 51 tiles 8 5 
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7 Fel 7 4 6 = 5 Alden 0 Hh uy " 
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as Well 28 the children ory as er are cis and jews de 
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Cn 
ſecripture ben ot 3 Bapt; TE ed. At adult years 


Apoſtles 5 . 


not make you likeminded wich myſelf 
you will now think, tis not without ſome firmg reaſons . 


T9 


Why ſhould God pu unit children for the fins of pa- 
Tents, and not bleſs them for their parents faith and hoti= 


neſs, or why ſhould he be more mereiſul to the bodies 


i ; a 5 woo i 2 > £ * 
of children and others, for tie faith of pa: 


424 4. 4 Cn and | 
friends, chan to: their ſouls 7 75 


Ik Chriſt was b: aptifed without faith and ref 


and WHO Was incap Able F rotiving A mor 34 benehtr 75 

_therev) why Should d not uh laren be 58 5 ized ; or what 

greater benelit do adult perſons receive at their apt im, 
BY mrs go children 5 e . 
0 ay Mou 4 1 be though it unreaſon; able, to require 
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who were born of chriſtian parents, when the hiſtory of 
770 3 . Wo 6 AS 
: che new teſt includes bo. yea! 3 after TRI 7: | 
W ax ex <preſs command or precedent is there for dip- 
ping the whole body, un nnd or for delaving th 


Baptiſm of chüdren born © e parents, or fox 
. e them at a ad 5 


E 


How ache it ro pass 5, chat the chriſtian chu ch uni- 


i verſally praQtife ed infant Baptifm from tlie days of the 
| Apoſtles, and 7. ) body &f e it the eleventh, and 


n Writer of 01 [Ss til 4 the 115 teenth Cen tary oppoied it, if 


*twas not the will of Chtiſt, and the practiſe of his 


Sir, theſe gue tions are a fumn mary of. ths ſever 1 0 | 


ters you have received from me, on Dr. Gill's late _ 


mon on the ſubjeQs and mode of en If they 


1: diſſent from you: Though che What? 


; I lay no 


iam perſuad wg. 


| hi rFiftran” world 
. (ver few individuals Excented) is with gu 
(very ep 


ſtreſs upon that; yet when we ſeriouſly Te! | 
ſtrange, that for fo many centuries, Chriſt ank ſuffer 
his miniſters and people univerſally to err, in t 
terial articles, as the proper  ſubjes s of his vi le Church, 
and the initiating ordinance into it? But not to enlarge; 5 
. what: hath- pafed between us, inſtead of diſſolving our 


kriend⸗ 


Ne a. is it not 


9 fo ma- 


— ee e————_— 


64 73 1. 


friendſhip, will 1 truſt, rather Fnit us the cloſet; and 
make us more readily, Fut on charity, ich 4g the bond o 
y your obſervation will be true “ ther 
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JO me Leitor 275 Pu i- ford, 6071 make the Dadlor fra rl, and. 
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Pe fret, „ Probab 
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5 
yy Breacs awd PII 27 again! 77%. But, Sir, inlorm him, 
that unleſs he writes to the purpoſe, uniefs he Leaves 7 


Ci 


* 


ta. quitble, and cwadegy and beg. the gugſt ian, unleis like 
D. D. (without the ſhameful] lofs of 852 and 0 


manners) he gives Ja, mgenus 205, and jo!id anfoers, to 
the ſeveral queit! ions p ropoied, and arguments advanced z 
he may write and write again, without any notice taken 


of 4 Beg im: allo, 110t to produce any more 79 
tations and . ble conceſſious from the! learned, as on 
his Jide; When he knows their ſentim, nts, writings, and 


praftice; % re directly againſt him; this 18. e than; 
miling them Dices 9 "tis m: king them ＋ bv 20. fic 
ToemnjeFves. "You may aliure him, ſhouid h pour 
on me all the ee © us names, which diſtinguiſh his 


former wrikines rom ocher mens; I hall not bein 


the leaſt diſappointed, or diſquieted; but be ſtill ready 
"G5 brother, o reprave;.: Eexhert, fa ove and throw the 
mnantie of craruy over him. In the exerciſe of that divine 
grace, eharity, 4 N in obedience to al the cor 1 precepts 


of God a nd of Chriſt, let us, Sir, £2.97 unto porſoftuon'; 
receiving and lou ing one anoth. Irs. as 5 Ob A hath receided 
and icbε,π, I vis 18 the d cite a and 1 = 
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